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into the sister Colonies at public expense that the hon. gentleman had left the
should be induced to come here by the House.
offer of a free passage, but that the same Progress was then reported.
system of nomination as obtained with
regard to immigrants from the mother The House adjourned at hall-past
country should be applied as regards twelve o'clock, a.m., on Saturday, 28th
the neighboring Colonies, where many August.
people here had friends and relatives
whom they might be glad to nominate.
He did not think any of the Colonies
would object to such a, proposition as _______

that.
(THE COLONIAL SECRETARY

(Hon. Rt. T. Goldsworthy), at this stage,,
left the House.]

MR. STEERE: I find myself placed LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,
in a very awkward position. The hon.
gentleman has left the House and inti- Monday, 80thl August, 1880.
mated that it. is not his intention to
return again this evening. The Corn- Colonial sect ret' ?n ubie Work De 1,arbnuta,

mittee ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 6, cetil eur ob unse %ment Officials-Mcmsaes (Nos. 19 and 20)-
with information relative to the items Proceeding, in Coianitteof Spply-Estiuntes:
placed on the Estimates, and cannot be Annendment Bill: third reading-Jury Act,17,

ex;eced o oteth moeyiiith dak; sects and Substances Bill third T - -uTpreme
and, although members are anxious to ICourt Bill; re.cominittod-Audit Bill: Mhrsdreading
get on with the work, I fail to see how -Rcgnto ofSric fAlrn ors and
they can be expected to do so in the Shelf Pisherx Commnission-Muclcipal Intitutions
absence of the leader of the Government. Ac 86Aenmn il second reading; in
I believe His Excellency the Governor _____

has stated to several hon. members that
be is very anxious indeed that the Work Thx SPEAKER took the Chair at
of the Session should be completed as noon.1
soon as possible, and I know members PRAYERS.
are prepared to do all they can, com-
patible with their duties to the country,I COLONIAL SECRETARY'S AND PUBLIC
to gratify the Governor's desire; but it is WRSDPRMNS
not our fault if the work is not done WRSDPRMNS
seeing that the Government do not seem;; MR. STEERE, in accordance with
to care whether they are represented in Inotice, moved, "That the report of the
the House or not. Under these circum- "Select Committee appointed to inquire
stances, I beg to move that Progress be into the proposed expenditure in the
reported, and leave asked to sit again at Colonuia Secrrys Department anide
the next meeting of Council."tePbiWok Deamnt(is

MR. BROWN said every desire had "page 200, ante) be adopted."
been manifested on the part of the elected' Areed to, sub aiLentio.

members to proceed with the Sessional MRa. STEERE moved, "1That an
business, and no doubt the Government "Humble Address be presented to His
were equally desirous of gtigon with :'Excellency the Governor requesting that
the work. Under gettay ingu he will be pleased to take the same into

the departure of the Colonial Sectac Qes t : ion-puertnd ased
from the House, when the Estimates Qeto-u n asd
were under consideration, would no PBI AD EDB OEN
doubt be a very proper cause for Com- ULCLNS EDB OEX
plaint, but it must have been apparent WENT OFFICIALS.
to everyone that the hon. gentleman ME. BURT, in accordance with notice,
was not physically capable of proceed- moved, "That the House resolve itself

ing with the work that evening, and he " 1a Committee of the whole to take into
th ought it was solely on that account,, "consideration flis Excellency's Mes-
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"aerelating to the rule which had members would observe that any other
been submitted for approval to the public servant (excepting the officers of

"Secretary of State, with reference to the the Survey staff and the contract sur-
"leasing and acquiring of land by officers; veyors) were to be allowed to lease or
"in the Public Service." purchase land, by permission of the

Agreed to. Governor in writing. It was a well-
known fact that in the Treasury, the

IN COMMITTEE. forfeiture of lands, by reason of non-
ME. BURT said that, on the 24th payment of rent, became known long

August, His Excellency bad informed the before it did in the Survey Department,
House by Message that the following and the officers employed in the Treasury
rule had been submitted to the Secretary were in a position to take advantage of
of State for his approval, and, in the the omission, in many cases, before the
event of its being confirmed, would be officers of the Survey Office could avail
embodied in the Colony's Land Regula. themselves of it. He therefore conceived
tions which were now undergoing rei that, if it was considered necessary to
sion: "No Public Officer shall be a lowedl provide safeguards against the acquisi.
"to purchase or lease Crown Lands (other tion of land by surveyors, it was equally
"than town or suburban lots) without necessary to make the same provisions as
"the permission of the Governor in wit- regards the officers of the Treasury
"Ig; and no officer of the Survey Department. Why, then, should one lot
"Department, or contract surveyor, shall of public servants be singled out as the

"be permitted, under any circumstances, victims?1 He maintained that if the rule
"to purchase or lease, or to acquire, were made to apply to the officers em-
"directly or indirectly, any interest in ployed on the Survey staff and to
"such land." He (Mr. Burt) was ready Contract surveyors as it was proposed to

to admit that an endeavour to meet the apply to all other public officers, the
anticipated evil, at which this rule was object which they had in view would be
directed, was a desirable movement. He met, and the Governor as well as the
was not prepared to say that the evil Sceayof State be satisfied. He
existed at present-existed at any rate to thrfr begged to move the following
such an extent that it had become a resolution on the subject :-" That an
reproach, or anything like a system. He "Humble Address be presented to His
had always entertained the opinion, and " Excellency the Governor, informing him
he thought the majority of his fellow- "that this House having taken into con-
members did, that the acquisition of "sideration Message No. 11, which His
Crown Lands by public officers ought to "Excellency has been pleased to send
be stringently guarded against; but the "down to this House in reply to an
rule submitted on the question for the "Address, No. 18, relative to the pur-
approval of the Secretary of State he "chase and leasing, by Public Officers, of
conceived to be somewhat unjust. It "the Waste Lands of the Crown, is of
dealt in the first place with public officers " opinion-(1.) That the rul on this
generally, who are not to be allowed to " subject which His Excellency informs
purchase or lease lands except under " the House will be inserted in the Land
certain Conditions; and it then proceeded " Regulations, if approved by the Secre-
to single out the officers of a particular " tary of State for the Colonies, is
department, who, under no circumstances "unnecessarily stringent, in so far as
whatever, are to be permitted to purchase, "such rule applies to Officers of the
or to lease, or to acquire any interest in I Survey Department and Contract Stir-
Crown Lands, directly or indirectly. He "veyors. (2)Tat, whil aekonowledg-
thought this latter portion of the rule "Ing te desirability Of guarding againt
was altogether too stringent. If it was "the possibilit Of any uu advantge
necessary to prohibit officers employed in" being tken by Ofcers of the Survey
the Survey Department, and contract "Department and Cotract Surveyors in
surveyors, from acquiring any right or "the acquisition of land by reason of
title to laud, it was equally requisite "their connection wth th ands OfCe:
to apply the same prohibition to other "This House is further of opinion, that
officers in the Public Service. Buit hon. "considering tlhe vast area of unialiunated
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"Waste Lands of the Crown in this mission, a surveyor should not acquire
" Colony, and its limited population, the an interest in the land. It was not even
" evil aimed at may be sufficiently guard- suggested that any facilities which were
"'ed against by the following regulation afforded to surveyors, even under exist-
"in lieu of that proposed :-' That no ing circumnstances, bad led or were likely
"Public Officer shall be allowed tb to lead to land jobbing; and the safe-
"purchase or lease Crown Lands guards which it was now proposed to
"(other than Town or Suburban Lots) interpose in the way of these officers

"'without the permission of the Goy. becoming possessed of landed property
"'ernor in writing. Provided, always, would effectuially guard against any evils
"'that the Governor shall withhold such which might be anticipated. It was not
"permission until after the publication proposed to provide against a person
"Of any applicatio for any such land acquiring an indirect interest in land;

by a Pblic Officer or Contract Sur- simply because no provision that could
"veyor in the Guventment Gazette for be made for that purpose could possibly
"any period not exceeding three (3) have an effect. It would be utterly

"'months, the expenses of such publi- impracticable to ascertain and to prove
"'cation to be defrayed by the appli- that a man was indirectly interested in
"'Icant, which publication the Governor land, if he was unprincipled enough to
",'my direct."' He thought that would evade the rule laid down on the subject;
meet the case, and receive the affirmation but if any such evasion should be
of every member in that House, and also brought home t him, no doubt he wouild
give satisfaction to the public. In the meet with tepunishment which he
case of an officer returning from con- deserved, and be instantly dismissed the
ducting surveys in any locality, say service. He hoped the resolution would
Toodyay, or York, or elsewhere, and commend itself to the favorable consider-
applying for land in that locality im- ation of the Committee.
mediately upon his return, no doubt the MR. CAREY said it was very satis-
circumstance might be regarded in such factory to him to find that the action
a light as to render it very desirable that which he took in connection with this
such application should be thoroughly subject last Session was likely to meet
sifted before it was granted. And with more approval than it did on that
having done that, he thought they would occasion. The motion, at any rate,
have done all that could reasonably be showed that he had been justified in the
expected of them. An application for course which he had then felt it his duty,
land made by a surveyor imamediately on in the face of a great deal of opposition,
his return from a district where he had and he might say of odium, to adopt.
been surveying would naturally be At the same time, he could not help
regarded with some degree of suspicion; thinking that the rule which had been
bat if the safeguards contemplated. submitted to the Secretary of State for
in the resolution now before the Cam- his approval was unnecessarily stringent.
mittee were provided, the application A reference to the return whicha had been
would be sifted to the very bottom, and, called for by Governor Ord, showing al
by publishing such application in the the lands held by public officers outside
Gazette, the owners of property in the the Survey Department, would show that
neighbourhood would become cognisant abuses did exist, and that those abuses
of the same having been made, and be were not confined to the officers of the
in a position to communicate with the Survey Department. In the Treasury, as
Government on the subject, if they had been pointed out by the hon. mem-
deemed it necessary or expedient to her for Murray, even greater faocilities
do so. This would prevent any undue for acquiring information as to the for-
advantage being taken by the sur- feiture of lands, and for taking undue
veyor of any knowledge he may advantage of that information, existed
have acquired while conducting his than in the Survey Office-not per-
surveys. And in the event of there hays as regards the quality of land,
being no fair or reasonable objection to I but certainly as regards acquiring for-
the granting of the application, he saw. feited run and other property. And he
no reason why, with the G3oernores per- ifailed -to see why any such invidious
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distinction should be made -with refer- 'Survey Department be debarred from
ence to the officers of the Survey Depart- Itaking up any of the waste lands of the
mnent as to exclude them altogether from Crown, but that they should not be
acquiring any right or title to any allowed to hold any land, however openly
landed property, under any circumstances and straightforwardly acquired. So that,
whatever. He failed to see how it would Iif that resoluation had been affirmed, those
be possible to guard against persons officers possessing any land at all would
being indirectly interested in land, one either have had to dispose of it, or quit
way or the other, and he thought it the service. The House was not prepared
would be much better to allow these jto endorse a proposai of that kind ; nor
officers, under certain restrictions, to was anything so manifestly unfair and
acquire land openly, without reserve or unjust contemplated in the resolution of
disguise. As, however, the resolution the hon. member for Murray. Hie
submitted on the subject by the hon. thought the course whichi it was now
member for Murray had only that proposed to adopt was a very much more
moment been placed before the House, reasonable one, and he was glA to find
he thought it would be desirable, in order that the hon. member for Vasse was pre-
to afford hon. members an opportunity pared to support it.
of carefully perusing it, to adjourn the Mn. CARLEY said, although the Go-
debate until Wednesday. vernment had taken action in the matter,

Mn. BROWN -was very gladl indeed as stated by the hon. member, he had
to find the hon. member for the Yasse reason to believe that no such step was
entertaining such very reasonable views adopted until it was known that.aetion
on this question this Session,-for the was going to be taken in that House.
views now enunciated by the hon. The further consideration of the reso.
member were reasonable. The hon. mem- lution was then postponed until Wednes-
ber would find that there had been no day, September 1st.
change whatever in the views entertained
by other members of the House on the -MESSAGE (No. 19)-REPORT OF SELECT
subject since last Session. One and all COM1MITTEE ON COLONIAL SECRE-
were then of opinion that the applications TARYS AND PUBLIC WORKS DE-
for land emanating from the officers Of PARTMENTS.
the Survey Department should be sur-
rounded by some safeguards such as Mn.- SPEAKER a-n nounced the receipt
those now proposed by the hon. member of the following Messages from His
for Mufray. One and all admitted that. Excellency the Governor:
And one and all knew that, even before C1 The Governor has had under con-
the hon.. member for These had taken "sideration the Report of the Select
any action in the matter in that House, "Committee appointed to inquire into
the Government had taken up the ques- "the expenditure of the Colonial Secre-
tion, being satisfied that it was desirable "tary's and Nublic Works Departments.
to provide these safeguards. And the "Believing that the want of a competent
despatches which had followed were in "book-keeper in the Treasury is recog-
no way the result of the action taken in "nised by Your Honorable House, the
that House. The hon. member had "Governor would suggest that you
twitted those members who sat iv the "should provide on the Estimates a
House last Session with having altered "suitable salary, not exceeding £350 a
their views on the subject; but if they "year, for such an officer, and the
would look at the resolution submitted "Governor will then endeavor to Make
by the hon. member on that occasion "arrangements for filling up the appoint-
the would see that the change of opinion "ment in such a manner as, at the same
had7 taken place on his part and not on "time, to meet the wishes of the Council
the part of those who were then arrayed "to see the duties of the Registrar
against him. The bon. member's resolu- "General removed from the Colonial
tion went far beyond that now submitted "Secretary's Office.
for the consideration of the Committee. " A Government Storekeeper is also
It proposed that not only should the "much reqaired, and the Governor would
officers connected with the Lands and "advise Your Honorable House to pro-
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"vide for such an officer a salary of £175 evening could, consistently, be arrived at
9,. year. upon consideration of the message now
" Govern-ent House, Perth, 30th received. He would therefore -move-
August, 1880." "That the Council having had under its

"consideration Message No. 20 fromu His
MESSAGE (No. 20)-GRANT FOR MINOR "Excellency the Governor, with reference

ROADS. "to the reduction made in the Estimates
"Referring to paragraphs 20 and 21 "for Roads and Bridges for 1881, regrets

of his Opening Speech, the Governor "that it is unable to reverse the decision
"learns with regret that Your Honorable "wh-ich has, been already arrived at.
"Council have removed from the Esti- "The Local Road Boards have the power,
"mates the vote of £2,750 for Minor "under ' The District Roads Act, 1871,'
"Roads. Had the Council at the samne "to levy a rateable tax upon property for

"time made it compulsory on the Dis- "the repair of roads, besides the tax
"1triets to tax themselves for the up-keep "upon carts and carriages which may
"of Minor Roads, the Governor would "also he applied to the same purpose,
" have been able entirely to concur in the "and, 'under these circumstances, the
" expediency of the change, but inasmuch "Council is of opinion that, in the pres-
"cas it must be feared that unless comn- "ount financial state of the Colony, it is
itpelled to do so the Boards will not levy " advisable to withhold relief from Public
"local rates, and as no assistance can be " Funds towards the repair of Minor
" given from the loan to reads which are " Roads."
"now classed as Minor Roads, the Gov- Tn~r ACTING ATTORNEY GENE-
"ernor greatly fears that the result of RAL (Hon. G. W. Leake) thought if the
"the removal of the vote will be to throw Council were simply determined to ad-
"the Minor Roads into a state of great here to their original vote, it would al-
"disrepair. The Governor would there- most be better to say so at once, and

"fore urge on Your Honorable Council have an end of it; at the same time, the
" either to make it obligatory on the Governor, writh that formality and cere-
"Boards to levy rates for the repair of mony which custom. prescribcd should
"1their Minor Roads, or to continue the characterise communications passing be-
"(vote as heretofore. At all1 events it is tween the Executive and the Legislative
" the Governor's duty to place his views Councils, having sent down a message
"clearly before Your Honorable Rouse, setting forth his reasons for urging upon
"and to point out what he fears would the House a. reconsideration of the decis-
"be the inevitable result of the change ion arrived at the other day, he did think
"of policy proposed. it was taking matters with a. very high
" Government House, Perth, 30th hand, and, in short, adopting a very un-

"August, 1880." usual course, to curtly reply to the
MR. STEERE moved, That His Ex- Governor's formal message-" we have

cdllency's Message (No. 20) be taken given our opinion, and we stick to it."
into consideration at once. -His Excellency gave his reasons, briefly

Agreed to. but concisely, why be thought the sub-.
Mna. STEERE said he could not im- fet was deserving of further consider-

agine that, within so short a space of ation, and surely there was something to
time as had elapsed since the House had be said for or against the arguments
agreed to reduce the vote to £1,000, any adduced by the Governor. He thought
hon. member would have -found any it would hardly be civil on the part of
reason to alter the decision then arrived the Rouse to send back a, message merely
at. He quite recognised the fact that to the effect that they simply stuck to
His Excellency, holding as he did a. their former views on the subject, and
decided opinion on the subject, was quite) would have nothing more to do with it.
right in stating that opinion tote Mu. CROWTHER said it appeared to
House, and in asking themn to cn Ide him that His Excellency, like the House,
the question. But -as the question had 1had made up his mind on the subject,
already been fully discussed in all its and, like the House, gave his reasons for
bearings, be failed to see what other arriving at the conclusions which he had
result than that arrived at the other i anrived at. Under these circumstances,
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he thought the only course open to them: due to them, to offer them such niggard
-one upon which they were ever likely relief, and he would therefore move, as an
to agree-was to agree to differ. At any amendment upon the motion submitted
rate, the fact of withholding the vote for' by the hon. member for the Swan, That
minor roads for one year could not result the whole vote for Roads be struck out.
in much harm, and he thought the ex-
periment might a well be tried. As
pointed out in the resolution before the. POINT OF ORDER.
House, the District Boards had the THiE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
power not only to levy a. tax upon pro- I R. T. Goldsworthy) : I think the hon.
perty for the repair of their roads, but member is out of order. The question
also a. tax upon all carts and carriages we have to consider is simply that re-
within their respective districts, which ferred to in His Excellency's Message-
might likewise be applied to the same whether we shall make it obligatory on
purpose. Under these circumstances, the Roads Board to levy rates for the
and in view of the financial state of the repair of their minor roads or restore the
Colony, he thought no great harm would vote of £2,750 to the Estimates for the
be done if the House withheld, for one maintenance of those roads. It has
year at any rafe, the usual relief from nothing whatever to do with the sum of
the public funds towards the repair of £1,000 voted by the House for the up-
minor roads. If the circumstances of keep of the main lines of road,
the Colony improved, and it was found THE CHAIRMA.N OF COMMIT-
that the roads were not kept up as they TEES: No amendment can be moved
ought to be, the vote might be restored upon the motion before the Committee
to the Estimates next year. He failed unless such amendment is relevant to
to see how the action of the Council in the question under consideration. The
this matter could be regarded as an act only question referred to in his Excel-
of discourtesy towards the Governor. leincy's Message is the vote of .£2,750
Surely the House must be allowed to for minor roads. No reference is made
have am opinion of its own, nor could it to the sum of £1000 left on the Esti-
be reasonably expected that that opinion, inatesfor main roads.

-when deliberately arrived at, should be MRn. BROWN: The Estimates do not
changed without some strong reason for show that the money is for main or for
doing so. minor roads.

MR. BROWN said he would move an Tan CHAIRMAN OF COMJWT.
amendment to strike out the whole vote. TEES: The message urges the advisa-
He thought, when the Government pro- bility of making it compulsory on the
posed -to expend a sum of £3,750 for Road Districts to tax themnselves for the
road purposes-that being the original upkeep of their minor roads, or, on the
amount on next year's Estimates-the other hand, that the House should con-
had proposed what they conceived would tinue the vote as heretofore. The
be the least amount that could reason- motion of the hon. member for the Swan
ably be accepted as assistance by the affirms that in the opinion of the Council
various Road Boards. That would only it is not advisable to extend any relief

giethem an average of a little over from public funds towards the repair of
£100 each for the roads in their re- minor roads. But the amendment which
spective districts. The House, however,. I understood the hon. member. for
bad reduced the vote to £1,000, which, IGerald ton to propose goes, inzny opiunion
divided among the thirty-one District 'entirely beyond that, and contemplates
Boards, would give them ajlittle over 'the striking out from the Estimates the
£30 each-a mere nominal sum. He Roads Vote in its entirety. It seems to
thought the settlers would prefer not to :me that can scarcely be regarded as a
be indebted for such nominal assistance! relevant amendment upon the motion
as that, and have the credit of keeping before the Committee, and consequently
up the roads themselves without any is out of order.
such paltry aid in the shape of a Govern- it. BROWN said be should -not think
ment granit. He did not think it was of disputing the Chairman's ruling,
treating the colonists with the respect which he respected equally with the
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ruling of His Honor the Speaker; but Iposed to be adopted by the hon. member
what he wished to point out was that for the Swan was, to say the least of it,
there was nothing in the Estimates to somewhat injudicious. There was evi-
show that the sum of £1,000 left dut, of dently a considerable difference of opinion
the original vote proposed -for toRoads among hon. members on the subject, and
and Bridges " was intended for main or he thought, in deference to that courtesy
minor roads; and as His Excellency in which was due to His Excellency the
his Message desired the House to recon- Governor on the part of the House, the
sider the question of the grant for roads, question might at any rate be deferred
he had thought it would have been corn- for further consideration. Impulse, he
petent for him to bave moved that no: thought, was a very unsafe guide in
relief whatever should be granted out of dealing with public questions, and, in
public funds for road maintenanc, !order that hon. members might be

TPCHIMRMANOFCOMMIUTTEES:- 'afforded further time to calmly consider
His Excellency merely asks the Council, the whole question, as well as with a
to reconsider the question of the removal ,view to enable the Council to show that
from the Estimates of the vote of £2,750 'respect which a Message from the Go-
for Minor Roads. The Message does not, vernor of the Colony was entitled to at
go beyond that, whereas the hon. mem- their hands, he wrould move, That
her proposes to revert to another vote, Progress be reported, and leave asked to
with a view to removing it also from the, sit again next day.
Estimates. MR. STEERE said he would oppose

MR. BROWN: It is true that His the motion to report Progress, for he
Excellency states that the Council struck failed to see the slightest necessity for it.
from the Estimates a. -vote of £22,750 for 'He could not conceive that by dealing
Minor Roads, but what I contend is that ;with His Excellency's Message that even-
no such vote ever appeared on the! ing they were showing any want of
Estimates. The original vote was £3,750 respect or lack of courtesy towards His
under the head of "1Grants for various Excellency. On the contrary, he con-
Roads Boards"-nothing to show whether ceived they were acting in accordance
it was intended to be expended on Main with His Excellency's own desire that
or on Minor Roads, or on both classes of they should get through the work of the
road. The Council, after due consider- Session as soon as possible, in order to
ation, reduced the original vote from suit His Excellency's own convenience,
£8,750 to £1,000, but there is nothing, perhaps, more than the convenience of
whatever to show that the latter amount hon. membdrs themselves. The hon.
is intended for the maintenance of Main member, Mr. Eandell, might think that,
Roads alone. What my amendment by deferring the decision upon this
contemplates is that we should reconsider question until the following day, he
the vote as it originally appeared on the might have an opportunity of winning
Estimates, and either* restore it in its over a vote or two; but, for his own part,
entirety or strike it out altogether. As, he did not think any hon. member would
however, you., Sir, have ruled that the so far stultify himself as to reverse the
amendment is irrelevant and out of order vote he had given on the very same
I am perfectly satisfied to let the matter question the other evening.
rest. THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

R. T. Goldsworthy) would gladly support
]DEBATE RLESUMEID. the motion to report Progress, and leave

Mx. SREWEON moved, as an amend- the decision to be arrived at with regard
nment upon the resolution submitted by to the quqstiou dealt with in His Excel-
Mr. Steere, "1That, after considering His lency's Message until hon. members had
Excellency's Message (No. 20), this had an opportunity of further consider-
Conmnitee is of opinion that the vote for ing it in all its bearings. He must take.
Roads should be increased from £1,000 exception to what had fallen from the
to £2,000." He thought this would be hon. member for the Swan as to the
a, very fair compromise. Governor suiting his own convenience.

Mu. RANDELIL thought it must be lion, members must be aware why His
sufficiently apparent that the course pro- Excellency was anxious that the work of
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the Session should be completed as soon MR. ARNIO was sure it was out
as possible; it was simply in order that of no lack of courtesy or. respect enter-
-acting, as he conceived, in the interests tamned for His Excellency the Governor
of the Colony-he should be present with that hon. members wished to proceed
the Governors of the sister colonies at with the motion before the House. The
the opening of the International Exhibi- only objection to reporting Progress was
tion. He did not think it could be said that such a step would simply involve
for a moment that His *Excelleny was delay and impede the business of the
desirous of being present merely to Session, for no practical purpose.
gratify any personal wish of his own, but Question-That Progress be reported
simply as a matter of public duty which .-put.
he owed to the Colony. Committee divided, with the following

Mu. V2!N would support the motion result:.
to report Progress in the hope that it Ayes .. .. 11
might lead to a6 reversal of the 'policy Noes ... ... 8
adopted, with regard to roads mainten-
ance, the other evening. Mwajority for .. 3

MR. BURT believed that if the only ATE9. NOIE.
object for which the adjournment of the TheU. Go . Wv. Leake AM, r.Bm
debate was moved was in order if U.Burges Wk. Crowther

possible to try to win over votes for the mix. Somaeraley Mr, Wamon
Government.-[Mr. RANDELL:- No, no.] M.r.1 ilham Mr. S, H. Parker

Sir L 8, eake Mr. Skenton
The hon. member said "1No, no,;" but he mi. a,.3. Parker Mr. Steers
would ask what other object could there N, str. 11t(o~e.
be in view? He should be sorry to Mr Venun. .Gl

oppose ay bond fide appeal for an wothy (TOZLrj)
adjournment, and if it could be shown
what possible object was to be gained in The motion was therefore carried.
this instance, except the chance of secur- THrE SPE AKER took the Chair.
ing a wavering vote, he would offer no TaE CHLAIRMAN OF CO1MT-
opposition to Progress being reported. TEES reported Progress, and asked
But seeing that no new arguments were leave to sit again on Wednesday, 1st
likely to be brought forward and that September.
the Rouse had already made up its mind!i Ordered.
on the subject, a motion to report Pro- ESIAE-UTERCNIE
gress appeared to him, in reality, to be a ESIAE-UTE OSDR
movement to oppose Progress. IATION OF.

Mn. RA LDELI said no such thing. The Order of the Day for the further
had entered his mind as to suppose that; consideration of the Estimates being
by adjourning the debate any votes were, read, the House went into Committee of
to be won over on one side or the other.' Supply.
He merely thought it would be more
respectful, more courteous, and he might POWERS OF COMMITTEE.
say more dignified on the part of the Tui CHLAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
Rouse to give His Excellency's Message Said that, before proceeding any further
due consideration, rather than to reply to' with the consideration of the Estimates,
it on the impulse of the moment. He it might be as well to define, more clearly
did not expect for a moment that the Ithan they seemed to be understood by
House would reverse the decision arrived' some hon. members, the powers and
at the other evening, still he did think -functions peculiar to Committees of
that a refusal to do so would come with Supply, and the forms of procedure
better grace, and have greater weight which applied to such Committees.
both with the Governor and with the Formerly, it was regarded as a consti-
country, if it was seen that the determda- tutional doctrine that the redress of
ation of the Council to adhere to its' grievances was- to be considered before
former opinion was the outcome of calm the granting of supplies to the Crown,
and deliberate consideration. 1but that practice had more recently been
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superseded by the practice-a very
common one in the Imperial Parliament-
of permitting every description of amnend-
ment to be moved on the question " That
the Speaker do now leave the Chair,"
before going into Committee of Supply.
As he had already pointed out. (when a
Point of Order was raised in the course
of the debate upon His Excellency's
Message, which the House had just
been considering), upon other occasions
amendments proposed must be relevant
to the motion under consideration; but
on the question for the Speaker leaving
the Chair, for going into Committee of
Supply, amendments were permitted to
relate to every question upon which any
member might desire to offer a motion.
It was not even necessary that such
amendments should be moved upon the

3 uestion " That the Speakrer do leave the
toir;"mit wascmpetent for members

to ubmt teiramendments upon the
question of going into Committee of
Supply being put, when the rules of

relevancy in debate, as well as in amend-
ments, were wholly ignored, with these
exceptions-a. member must not discuss
any previous or intended vote of the
Committee, or any item in the Estimates,
nor any other Order of the Da, or
motion of which a notice had been given.
Beyond these restrictions, it was the
practice in the House of Commons to
permit every description of amendment
to be moved on the question for the
Speaker leaving the Chair before going
into Committee of Supply. Of course,
the practice was not a desirable one to be
introduced here, but he' thought it was
well that members should be made aware
of the privileges and the peculiar func-
tions which recent parliamentary usage
had conferred upon Committees of
Supply, and which answered all the
purposes of the ancient constitutional
doctrine with regard to the redress of
grievances.

The Committee then proceeded with
the Order of the Day-the further con-
sideration of the Estimates.

Imiration, Item £4,000:
Tm CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES

said the question before the Committee
was the anmenclment submitted by Mr.
Marmion (when the item. was under
discussion on Friday evening), to reduce
the vote to £2,000. (Vide p. 258, ante.)

MR. S. H. PARKER called the
attention of the Government to the
desirability of applying the principle of
nomination with reference to the intro-
duction of immigrants from the neigh-
boring colonies. The lion, member
pointed out that, while it cost the
country about £18 or £20 per head to
obtain immigrants from England, an
equally desirable class might be had
from the Eastern colonies for one-fourth
that sum.

Tim COLOIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
Rt. T. Goldsworthy) said the Government
had not lost sight of the suggestion
made by the hon. member, but he
thought it was desirable that we should
first obtain the concurrence of our neigh-
bors in the proposal, before putting it
into practical operation. Providing
there was no op position on their part, he
thought it would be very desirable that
the principle of nomination should be
extended to the other colonies.

MR. STEERE moved, as an amend-
ment upon Mr. Marmion's amendment,
that the vote should stand at X3,000.
He believed there were already about
100 immigrants nominated in England
by friends in this Colony, and we cer-
tainly must provide for tt e passages of
those persons. He did Dot know whether
all who had been nominated would be
prepared to emigrate, but the Govern-
ment would of course be bound to pay
their passages mn the event of their doing
so. This alone would require about
£2,000, and be certainly thought they
ought to provide an additional £1,000
towards the introduction of others. As
bad been said the other evening by the
hron. member for Fremnantle, there was a
great dearth of female domestic servants
throughout the Colony, and the Govern-
ment, he thought, w6uld do well to make
an effort to supply this want. He quite
agreed in the proposal of the hon.
member for Perth, as to the desirability
of offering a bonus to persons introducing
suitable immigrants from the other
colonies, and he failed to see what
ground there was for apprehending that
the Governments of those colonies would
complain of our action. The same
system was in force before, and they
heard no complaints. It was only abro-
gated when the contract for the con-
struction of the Eastern Railway was
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accepted, because it was feared the MR. BROWN would be glad to hear
contractor would avail himself of the some decided answer from the Colonial
regulation to introduce the labor he Secretary, on the part of the Government,
required, free of expense. He did not with reference to the sruggestion made'
tnk it would have been a bad that a special effort should be made to

thing for the Colony if the contractor introduce a respectable class of female
had been allowed to do so, for the domestic servants.
labor which the railway had attracted TunE COLONIAIL SECRETARY (Eon.
from the country districts would then R. T. Goldsworthy) said it would be
have been available for the settlers in competent for any hon. member, or any
the interior, other settler, desirous of obtaining that

TuxE A.CTING ATTORNEY GENE- description of labor from England, to
R&L (Hon. G. W. Lealie) said he would nominate that class of immigrants in
vote on this occasion with the hon. mem- exajctly the same manner as any other
her for the Swan, for two reasons: first of class; but he thought it would never do
all because the chances were, if we to trust to the emigration agent to send
reduced the vote beyond the amount us out what was required. For that
named, we should not obtain that valuable reason he hardly saw his way clear to
class of immigrants whom they were told suggest what course should be adopted,
had already been nominated by friends beyond having recourse to the nomination
in the Colony; and, in the next place, we system.
should be precluded from obtaining that Mnt. BROWN thought it quite impos-
equally desirable class whose introduction siblc to apply that system successfully
had been so strongly advocated by the with regard to female domestic servants,
hon. member for Premantle-female and he hoped the Government would
domestic servants. As to getting immi- consider itself free to adopt such course
grants from. the sister colonies, he was as it deemed best to secure for the Colony
afraid that the class most likely to avail a respectable class of female immigrants.
themselves of an offer of a free passage ia. RAKDELTJ considered it would
would be the "1riff-raff," the p redatory be highly injudicious, and almost an
vagabonds of Melbourne and Adelaide, insult to the sister colonies, to offer a
the class represented here by that umD- bonus for the introduction of immigrants
savoury specimen of humanity yclept the hence from those colonies. The same
" public-house loafer." Wages in the objection did not apply, with equal force
other colonies were higher than here, and at any rate, to the system of nomination,
there were other considerations which under which very possibly we might
rendered those colonies more attractive obtain a very desirable class of inmi-
to the laboring classes than any induce- grants. But the people who would be
ments we could offer. likely to avail themselves of the bonus

Mn. SHENTON would like to see the would be the very class we are desirous
full amount placed on the Estimates of keeping out, -namely the idle and dis-
applied to immigration purposes, but solute loafer.
regard being had to the financial state of MR. MARMON said that before the
the Colony he thought the House would nominated system came into operation it
be justified in supporting the proposition was the custom to send out batches of
made by the hon. member for the Swan. single girls, most of whom had proved
Since the commencement of the present themselves most useful and respectable
Session, he had received several commu- colonists, anid he failed to see why the
nications from his constituents pointing. samne system should not be continued. It
out the great dearth of labour which I had answered very successfully in the
existed in the country districts, past, and he saw no reason why the sape

Tax COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. results should not follow the introduction
R. T. Goldsworthy) said the Government of the same class of immigrants now.
would support the amendment to reduce There might be some little trouble in
the -vote from £4,000 to £23,000. The selecting them, but he hoped, though
former amount, he might say, was merely there might be some difficulties in theway,

p laced on the Estimates in order to invite the Government would take such steps as
dscussion. might seem. to them best for carrying

269



out the wishes of the Rouse. In this fabolishing the grant, by proposing that
expectation, he would, with the leave of it be reduced tea per cent., with the
the Committee, withdraw his amendment. ulterior object, apparently, of strikring

Leave given and amendment with- out the vote in ioto.
drawn. Mn. CR0WTHER: That's exactly

MB. RKNT)ELT1 said there was one~ what i would like to see.
very illiberal regulation in existence with THE COLOIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
regard to the system of immigration now RB T. Goldsworthy) said the hon. mem-
in operation, and his attention bad been her was candid enough to express his
called to it during his late visit to the 1real intention with reference to the vote.
mother country. It was this-that, The subject was one that admitted of a
while the Immigration Agents were pre- great deal of discussion, which he would
pared to receive recommendations from be sorry to initiate at present, for he
the clergy of the Church of England and believed the feeling of the House would
the Church of Rome as regards intending' be entirely opposed to the hon. mewmber's
immigrants, the recommendations of, amendment.
ministers of other Denominations were MR. RAXDBLIJ presumed that the
not accepted. simple object of the hon. member was

Thu COLONIAL SECRETARY (Ron. to draw the attention of the House and
R. T. Goldsworthy):- That is wrong. of the country to this question of State-

MR. RANDELL: It is not wrong. aid to religion, with a view to its ulti-
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Ron. Imate extinctioii; and he thought the

R. T. Goldsworthy): The hon. member hon. member was quite right in the
cannot have seen the amended regula- 'object he had in view. He was aware
tions. I that no reduction in the vote was likely

MR. RAIWDELL said he had not seen to be carried now; at the same time he
them, but, from what had come under considered that at no distant date the
his own observation at home, he -was feeling of the House and of the country
justified in making the statement which would be in favor of the withdrawal of
he had made. this aid altogether. Re did not think it

MR. SUNTON said that under the could be shown that the Government was
new regulations recommendations- would under any legal obligation to continue it
be accepted from the clergy or ministers (beyond as regards those few chaplains
of any denomination, or from any other who might be said to have a vested
well-krnown citizen. interest in the grant), either as regards

The question that the vote be reduced the Church of England or any other
by £21,000 was then put anti passed. denomination. It appeared to him that

Rcdestiatical Grant, Item £3,543: the letter addressped to the Governor On
Mn. CROWTHTER thought the tine the subject by Bishop Parry had been

had arrived when an effort should be written under an entire misapprehension
made to reduce this grant. It was not of the obligations of the Government
his intention at this late period of the and of the Legislature in the matter.
Session to bring forward a definite motion He thought such a grant could not be
on the subject, but he hoped to do so justified on any ground, and certainly
next year. Meantime he would content not in a comparatively populous and
himself by moving a reduction of tea per thriving community like Perth. Re had
cent. in the amount of the grant, or, for made a rough calculation of the aggre-
the sake of the round number, he would gte income of the congregation of-St.
make it £3,200. The hon. member George's Cathedral alone, and he esti-
moved an amendment to that effect. mated that it could not be less than

Tnu COLONIALi SECRETARY (Hon. £50,000 a year, one tenth of which
R. T. Goldsworthy) said that when this would yield a revenue to the Church of
grant was placed on the Estimates some £5000 per annum, which would not only
years ago, it was not placed there without provide for the expenditure in connection
due consideration, and after considerable with the Cathedral, but also enable the
discussion in the Legislature of that day. congregation to extend assistance to
The hon. member now sought to intro. other and less wealthy branches of the.
duce the thin end of the wedge for Church in distant parts of the Colony,
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thus showing that, in reality, there was
not the slightest necessity, and he might
say the slightest justification, to go to
the State for aid to enable them to keep
up their religious ministrations. The
withdrawal of that aid had been antici-
pated by Governor Weld ten years ago,
for in a despatch sent by His Excellency
to Lord Kimberley on the subject of this
ecclesiastical grant, His Excellency said:
"1It will not be surprising to me if a
"'stimulus be given to the feeling which
":already exists in some quarters in favor
"of the Voluntary System, and, under
"any circumstances, I have very little
"doubt but that it will ultimately prevail
"in this, as in other Australian Colonies."

He believed ours was the only Colony
among the group that gave any State-aid
to religious bodies, and the system of
State-aid ha-d, he believed, been retained
here simply on account of the peculiar
circumstances of the Colony as regards
its mixed population. This fact had not
been lost sight of by Lord Kimberley,
who, in his despatch of the 10th July,
1869, addressed to the Officer then admin-
istering the Government, desired to be
informed, " whether the division of the
"'population into free and bond,, whose
"religious establishments were charge-
"able against the Colonial and Imperial
"Governments respectively, created any
"difficulty in applying to Western Aus-
"tralia that principle of religious equality

"which had long been recognised in the
" other Australian Colonies." Whatever
difficulty might at one time have existed
upon that score had now, to a great
extent, disappeared, and he thought the
time was not far distant when this
Colony would follow in the steps of its
sisters, not only as regards the principle
of religious equality, but also of religious
independence and sell support. It was
clear from the tone of the correspondence
which had passed on the subject in
Governor Weld's time, between His
Excellency and the Secretary of State,
that the present arrangement was only
regarded as a temporary expedient. Gov-
ernor Weld, in his despatch dated
March 1st, 1871, said: "The Legislature
"having decided to 'level up '-in my
":opinion the wisest course, under the
"circumstances, though one that (as your
"Lordship is aware) I could not with
"confidence anticipate-not even a. 'small

" "and temporary advantage' remains;
" and the steps for gradual equalisation
" proposed by your Lordship, in the
"event of a refusal to increase the Ec-
" clesiastical Grant, become unnecessary."
That clearly showed that the increase
or reduction of the grant depended upon
the vote of the Legislature.

SIR L. S. LEAKS said if no other
hon. member would speak up for the old
Church he would. He was conscious of
being a very poor advocate, and he could
only regret that some more powerful
champion than himself had not come
forward on the present occasion. He
would be sorry to support this grant, so
far as the Church of England was con-
cerned, if by doing so they were inficting
any hardship or injustice upon other
sects; but, seeing that the amount of
the grant was proportionately distributed
among the several religious denomina-
tions-with the exception, he believed, of
the Congregationalists, who refused to
accept it-he would be sorry to see it
withdrawn. Although the Congrega-
tional body declined to participate in the
grant, they did not hesitate to go round
begging for assistance from people
belonging to other denominations. And,
so far as the principle of the thing was
concerned, he failed to see what difference
there was in that and in receiving as-
sistanice direct from the public funds.
The proposal to reduce this grant was a
proposal to stamp out of the land every-
thing good that was in it. If they did
away with this aid which the State
extended to the various religious sects
in our midst, and which was distributed
fairly among all that wished to participate
in it, they would be simply taking a step
to stamp out all religious feeling in the
community. Without that system of
morality, taught by our common religion,
it wovld be impossible for the Colony to
exist as a Christian community; and be
was'glad to think that there was not the
slightest probability of a majority in
that House lending themselves to the
proposal to strike out the grant, or
indeed to cut it down as was now sug-
gested. He himself most strongly pro-
tested against it; and so long as he held
a seat in that House his voice would be
raised in opposition to any proposal that
would withhold from the Church of
England that aid which, with other
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denominations, it received out of the Ihead of the members of the various
public funds. Ijenominations which participated in the

MR. GRANT said no one bad a greater grant, and was the withdrawal of that
respect or consideration for the opinion paltry contribution going to result in
of the hon. gentleman who had just 'religion being stamped out of the country.
spoken than himself ; yet when he came ,Heaven forbid!
to consider how, in the remote settlement 1 Mn. STONE said, with reference to
where he resided, at the North-West, the despatches alluded to by the hon.
they received no State-aid whatever, but, member Mr. Roandell, a perusal of them
supported their church on the voluntary, could not fa-il to satisfy anyone that the
principle, he failed to see why other and intention of the Imperia Government
more populous districts could not do the was that the just claims of such clergy-
same. Th his opinion, every man ought men as were interested should be secured.
to be prepared to support, so far as his The district tihaplains of the Church of
means would allow him, the church England were oeld to have the same
whbose teachings he believed in; and, so rights and vested interests as any other
far from sharing the, apprehensions of servants of the Crown; and, though it
his hon. friend Sir Luke Leake, that, if was a fact that, when Representative
this grant were abolished, religion would Government was granted to the Colony,
be stamped out of the Colony, he believed the names of the clergy who up to that
that the general adoption of the volun- time had appeared on the Fixed Estab-
tary prncple would have quite a con- lishment were placed on the Estimates
trary eec.under the head of " Services exclusive of

Mu. RAIU3ELL said it was evident "1Establishments," still it was never the
their honored and honorable friend the intention of the Legislature that they
Speaker had very little acquaintance should be treated other than as any
with ecclesiastical history, or he would other public servants on the permanent
-never have expressed the belief that, staff. Some misapprehension having
without State-aid, religion could not arisen on this point, Mr. Steere, during
flourish. He need only refer the hon. the Session of 1870, moved a resolution
member to what had been done, and to the following effect: "That whereas
what was being done, in England, in "grave doubts have arisen as to the
America, and in the neighboring Colonies, "consequences that night ensue from
under the voluntary systemn, in refutation "the grant for ecclesiastical purposes
of any such belief. When Responsible "having been voted under the hea'd of
Government was introduced in the other "' Services exclusive of Establishments,'
Australian Colonies, State-aid to reigo "this Council wishes to record its opinion
ceased to exist, and he had yet Vto ea'"that it had thereby no intention of
that the cause of religion had suffered "altering the status or the claims of the
thereby, or that all that was good and I"District Chaplains of the Colony.-
all that was pure had been stamped out That resolution was carried unanimously,
of those Colonies. The hon. member and he presumed it was not the intention
(Sir Luke Leake) said the continuation of the present Council to do otherwise
of the grant involved no hardship as than adhere to the terms of that resolu-.
regards any other religious denomination, tion. He did not suppose that the hon.
al being plaed upon a equality. The' member for Greenough was altogether in

hardship ws not much certainly, but earnest in proposing a- reduction in this
still it wa a hardship that he and t~ose grant at the present time, but he under-
who believed with him should be forced stood it was the hon. member's intention
to pay towards the maintenance of any to take up the matter seriously at a
Church with whose doctrines they did Ifuture Session. That being the case, he
not agree. The amount was small (Mr. Stone) would content himself for
certainly, and, of itself, scarcely worth the present in merely recording his vote
talking about, but the principle which' against the proposition to reduce the
underlied it was as mischievous as if the vote.
amount of the grant was very, much MR. SHEENTON said a great deal of
larger than it was. At present it did, uncertainty existed as to the obligations
not amount to more than about 8s. per: of the Government in respect of the
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Ecclesiastical Grant, and he thought it
would be well, if this uncertainty were
removed, and that the public should
know exactly what the nature of the
existing arrangement was. He had the
honour of occupying a, seat in the Rouse
when the despatches referred to by the
hon. member Mr. Randell were under
consideration. .It was not considered
expedient at that time to reduce the
Church of England grant, so as to bring
it on an equality with the aid given to
other denominations, and consequently
the 0,Legislature adopted the "1levelling

u"principle referred to by Governor
'Weld. But it was distinctly understood
that it was only those clergy who had at
that time come out here on the faith of
certain specific inducements, and on the

poieof a fixed income, who were
enildto any legal claim upon the con-

sideration of the Legislature in respect
of this grant.

MR. CR0OWTHER said the motion
which he had submitted on the present
occasion was admittedly introduced
merely with a view to a reduction of the

g rant, but at the very next Session of
Council, if alive and well, he should come

forward prepared with a. very definite
resolution on this subject. He was
aware that in a. small place like this,
people who undertook to reform abuses
or to expose grievances were very liable
to be char-ged with being actuated by
personal or selfish motives. He could
honestly say that he was in no way
actuated by such a, motive in this in-
stance, but he had very strong convictions
indeed on the question of State-aid to
religion. Governor Hampton wrote
Home some very sweeping accusations
about the clergy'not doing anything for
their money, and the Secretary of State
wrote to Governor Bruce, who succeeded
Mr. Hampton, for his opinion on the
subject. This was just before Governor
Weld assumed the administration of the
Government, and consequently the Secre-
tary of State's despatch to Colonel Bruce
was held over until the arrival of the
new Governor. Mr. Weld carefully con-
sidered the whole subject, and came to
the conclusion that the time was not then
opportune for introducing the Voluntary
System; still he had no doubt that it
would ultimately prevail in this as in the
other Australian Colonies, and His

Excellency pointed out that it was P,
matter for serious consideration 'whether
the interests of the Colony, moral and
economical, would not be best served by
an arrangement under which provision
might be made for the gradual reduction
of the ecclesiastical granits by limiting
them to the then holders of office. He
(Mr. Crowther) would not be altogether
opposed to making the distribution of
the vote dependent on the amount of
voluntary contributions raised by the
different denominations, in proportion to
the numerical strength of their members,
but he certainly and conscientiously
objected to the existing arrangement.
He thought the hon. member Mr.
Randell was in error when he estimated
the value of the grant at about 8s. per
bead of the members of each communion.
He did not think it amounted to more
than about 2s. per head; and if the
value of the moral and religious benefits
conferred was to be estimated by the
extent of the pecuniary aid rendered, it
could not be said that it would be any
great loss if the grant were abolished
altogether. They had no State-aid at
Roebourne, nor at the Greenough, nor, he
fancied, at Champion Bay; and he was
convinced in his own mind that they
could get on quite as well without it, and
better, in those districts which were now
depending upon it. The question had
taken a much wider range than he had
expected when submitting his motion to
reduce the grant, and he was free to con-
fess that he was not then in a position to
grapple with it on its merits.

Mn. CAREY said, probably if the hon.
member for Perth (Sir Luke Leake)
found the city treated as Bunbury was
treated, be would have been inclined to
have taken a, different view of this ques-
tion to what the hon. member now took.
At Bunbury, they formerly bad as
district chaplain a gentlemani appointed
to that office by the Imperial Govern-
ment, but he had recently been removed,
and when he went away his salary went
with him. No doubt it was quite right
and proper that good faith shoumld be
kept with the clergy; but good faith
ought to be kept also with the com-
munity. In order to enable this gentle-
man still to draw his saary, the district
to which he was- removed (the Williams)Iwas made part of the Bunbury district ;
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and although he6 r
from the latter
away with him t
had been receivun
district.

Mn. VENX a
received .£100 in a

MR. CAREY w
he thought the
society at Home.

MR. MARMI0l
whenever the hon.
ough brought for
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Question-That
reduced by £2343-

Committee divi
result:

Ayes
Noes

Majority a
Am.

Mr. Carey
Mr. Grant
Mr. Hgn
Mr. Esal
Ale. Shenton
Mr. Yeas
Mr. Crowtber (Teller.)

The amendmei
tived.

Question-That
"item £23,543,"
mates--put andr

Volunteer Grant
MR. STONE a

time to time, vote
in support of thm
and he thought ii

esided a long distance 1Colony that the Imperial Government
district ho had taken Ishould render us some little assistance
he State-aid which be Ias regards our defences. He understood

gas chaplain of that that at present the Colony possessed only
two small Armstrong guns, for the de-

aid the district now fence of the place, and he thought the
id from Colonial funds, least our Government might do would be
as not aware of that; to ask the Imperial authorities for some
aid came from some additional means of resistance.

MR. MARMION thought so, too. The
~expressed a hope that matter was one well worthy of the con-
member for the Green- sideration of the Government, and more
ward his resolution in especially in view of the approaching
ig this grant, he (Mr. disbandment of the Enrolled Force, when
have the pleasure of the defence of the Colony would entirely
in the House, in order depend upon its own citizen soldiers.

ave an opportunity of He did not suppose there would be any
e and raising his voice objection on the part of the Imperial
were told that, in the Government to supply us with a few
'hen Responsible Gov- guns and a little ammunition.
roduced, State-aid to Tas COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

lished. Possibly this R. T. Goldsworthy): I shall, of course,
my good results which feel it my duty to call the attention of
that form of Govern- His Excellency the Governor to the

that system; if so, he matter mentioned by the bon. member,
Leration of this question but I think it would carry more weight
usly be deferred until* if the House were to adopt a. resolution
came to adopt the same' on the subject.
nent. Mn. CAREY said, whatever the lion.

the vote £3,543 be member for Fremantle might think of
-put. the value of our citizen Soldiers, as a
&ed, with the following means of defence, he (Mr. Carey)

thought the general feeling of the country
7 was that it would not bo much loss if

the Volunteer Grant were to be wiped
.. .. 12 out altogether.

- The vote was then agreed to.
gainat .. 5L erary, Scientific, and Agricultuoral

Noc,. Grant, Item £2860:
The Hon. R. T. Golds. MR. S. H. PARKER said that for

wortby
The 1E... G. Wv. Lemke years past the House had been voting

r on 10 year for acclimatisation. purposes,
3w ore but he had never yet heard how the
61 LrS.eme money was being expended, or whether
Wr Marion it was ever spent at all.

Mr. Stone RTk.) T. Goldsworthy) said the hon. member
Mr. S. H. Par (dl. I would observe that only £050 was asked

it was therefore nega- for this year He believe I the amounts
voted in past years bad more than

"Ecclesiastical Grant, covered the expenses incurred, and hence
stand part of the Esti- the present reduction. The money was
assed. expended mainly in the introduction of

Item .£2,100: plants, etc., from the other colonies, and
.id the House had, from the Government had also succeeded in
d large sums of money! introducing a brace or two of pheasants;
eVolunteer movement, i but he was afraid our efforts in this
twas only due to the I direction at present were not likely to
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be attended with any great success. At would look better than the odd figures,
the same time, he thought it would be both on the Estimates as well as in Mr.
veryunwise to strike out the vote for Harris' pocket.
acelimatisation altogether. THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

MR. CAREY said, in the face of the R. T. Goldsworthy): I allow my intimate
admission that the Government did not friends to crack a joke with me occasion-

aticipatewothalt their efforts in this ally, but I do not extend the same indul-
direction wol prove very successful, he gence to those with whom I have no
failed to see the use of voting away the personal intercourse.
public funds for a useless purpose. He MR. CA-REY: I accept the hon. gentle-
would therefore move that the item man's remark for what it is worth.
"Accimiatisation, X50," be struck out. MR. BURT thought it would be better

MR. GRANT would be very sorry if, instead of bandying personalities, the
indeed to see the vote struck out, for he hon. gentleman informed the Committee
looked upon acclimatisation as calculated how this item came to be on the Estimates
to confer many benefits on the Colony, at all. There was a general feeling out-
in the introduction of plew plants, grasses, side, that Mr. Harris had been compelled
and other productions, which might to retire from the Public Service in order
prove most useful to our farmers and to make room for another appointment.
graziers, as well as to other sections of the At any rate, this was the first time the
community. item had appeared on the Estimates, and

The motion to strike out the vote was surely the House was entitled to some
negatived on the voices. explanation on the subject.

MR. BURT asked how much of the THE COLOILAL SECRETARY (Ron.

anual grant (£50) voted for the Perth R. T. Goldsworthy) said that those who
Musetum was expended on that insti- had the pleasure of a personal. acquaint-

tution? F ance with Mr. Harris need not be in-
THE; COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. formed that he was no longer a young

R. TF. Goldsworthy) said the whole of man, or fitted physically or otherwise to
the grant was paid over by the Govern- carry out his public duties; and it was
ment to the committee of management, considered in the interests of the service
and he believed they spent it. that it would be advisable he should

Mn. BURT said he never noticed any accept a pension.
additions made to the Museum, and he MR. STEERE: With reference to his
believed it was a notorious fact that the being physically incapable, I can only say
money was not spent upon it at all. that I have seen three certificates, from

MR. RA1WDETJL thought it was the three different medical officers-gentle-
duty of the Government to see that the men whose professional opinion this
money voted out of public funds for House would respet--stating that Mr.
the support of such public institutions Harris, at the time he was forced to retire
as this was appropriated to the'objects from the Public Service, was as capable
for which it was voted by the Legis- of performing his duties as he had been
lature. for many years past. I therefore fail to

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. see how the hon. gentleman can say that
R. T. Goldsworthy) said that, as a rule, Mr. Harris was physically unfit to-
the Government received the reports of THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
the directors of such institutions every R. T. Goldsworthy): I said physically
year. -vtwathnand otherwise unfitted.

The vtwathnagreed to, and the MR. STEERE: I don't know what he
whole item passed. may be "otherwise" but certainly not

Pensions, Item 42,082 18s. 6d.: physically, and I think it is a very bard
MR. CAREY asked the Colonial Secre- thing indeed for the Colony to be called

taT ithe Goenent bad an betion upon to pay a pension to an officer who

to ncr asi g t e ens on f M . osep h l is q u ite as cap ab le of p erfo rm in g h is
S. arrs-lte esden Maistat at duties now as he has been for the last

the Vasse-from £2219 to £C220 ? The twenty years.
difference it was true was only one pound, MR. BURT: Is it not a fact that he
but still he thought the latter amount! was pensioned off to make room for an-



other officer to come on in another' of £1,154 was expended for stationery;
department? itherefore I take it that the amount now

Tnm COIJO1IAI SECRETARY (Hon. placed on the Estimates will be required
R. T. Goldsworthy):. I should have for the ensuing year.
wished in Mr. Harris' own interest that MR. STEERE-referring to the item
his case had not been made the subject "Subsidy for Coastal Steamer, £25,000"-
of so much pertinacious inquiry. I have asked the Colonial Secretary whether the
no desire to go too deeply into the Government was prepared to make any
question, but if I am asked to express a proposal with reference to the employ-
personal opinion in the matter I can only ment of the Rob Boy and 01 way steamersP
say tbat Mr. Harris was totally unfit for He believed the existing contract would
his post. ~expire within the next month or two,

Mu. CAREY: That is not the reason and he supposed the Governmeit had by
given to Mr. Harris himself for asking this time made some other arrangement
him to retire, nor was it the reason upon for the future. He thought it would be
which action was taken in the matter, convenient if the hon. gentlemafn would

The vote was agreed to, and the make a statemient to the House on the
House adjourned until 7 o'clock. subject, before the Committee passed

The House resumed at 7 p.m. this vote.
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

ESTIMTES.R. T. Goldsworthy) said, in view of the
approaching termination of the said con-

The Estimates were further considered tract, and the proposal to include the
in committee. North-West settlement in any future

Miscellaneous, Item £2,032 l8s. 6d. service, he had to move, " That the sum
MR. CAREY drew attention to the item of £6,500 be substituted for £5,000."

"Travelling Expenses of Officials, £2700," The hon. gentleman said he did so, in
and asked whether officers in receip t of order to elicit discussion on the subject.
forage allowance were allowed to charg MR. STEERE said he had merely
for horse hire when travelling on dutyP asked what the intention of the Govern-

Tnim COLONL SECRETARY (Hon. ment was.
R. T. Goldaworthy):aaid he could scarcely Tun COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
answer the question off hand, but his R. T. Goldsworthy) said His Excellency
impression was that they were; but he had sent down to the House the corres-
believed the regulation quantity of forage pon deuce that had passed between the
was deducted from what the officers were contractors (Messrs. Lilly & Co.) and the
charged at any hotel they put up at? Government, with a view to obtain the

Mn. CA-REY said he would not press views of the House on the subject. Hle
the matter further at present, but would was not prepared to say at all what the
take an opportunity of doing so here- views of the Government were. He
after, would rather invite an expression of

MR. BURT pointed out how the item opinion on the part of hon. members, as
of " Stationery for Public Offices" was to what should be done in the matter.
increasing year by year. £1000 seemed He admitted that £6,500 was rather a
to him a very large amount to spend in large amount, but it must be acknow-
stationery, and he would like to know ledged that the extension of' the service
from the Colonial Secretary whether he to the North-West was a great desider-
realy thought such a suim as that would atum. He thought it would be weUl if
be required for next year? the Committee passed a resolution on

THE: COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. the subject, for the guidance of the
R. T. Goldswerthy): I am rather sur- Government.
prised at the hon. member asking such a 21a. STEERS imagined that the Gov-
question. The amount would not have erment must have had some idea as to
been placed on the Estimates, had I what they were going to do, otherwise
thought it would not have been wanted. they would not have asked the House to

Ma- S. H. PARKER: Perhaps I may increase the present subsidy by £1500.
be permitted to reply to the hon. member Surely they must have some notion what
for the Murray. During last year a sumn they intend doing F
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Tun COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
R. T. Goldsworthy): We can only cut our
coat according to the extent of cloth
furnished to us by the House. If the
Committee is not prepared to increase the
subsidy, we must be content with the
present service. If we extend it to the
North-West, it will cost us this extraI
£1500. That's all.

ME. STEERE : But cannot the Gov-
ernment tell us what they intend doing in.
the matter, or give the House* some
information with regard to what is pro-
posed to be done for this £1500?P

Tan COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
B. T. Goldsworthy) referred the hon.
member to the correspondence which had
been laid on the Table on Friday.

MR. MARMON said it appeared from
that correspondence that the contractors

p roposedl to make two trips a year-one in
April or May, and the other in Septem-

ber or October-to the Noath-West for
this £1500; being at the rate of £750 a
trip. Nor would that cover the cost of
this service, for it was proposed that,
when the steamer was absent on the
North-West trip, the Government would
have to provide otherwise for the convey-
ance of the mails. Such a serv-ice was
not one that, he thought, would commend
itself to that House.

MiL. BROWN said, as the Government
did not appear prepared with any defi-
nite scheme, he supposed the House
would have to take the initiative in the
matter. He considered that in the in-
terest of our trade, it was highly de-
sirable that we should continue the
intercolonial service. Before this service
was inaugurated the great bulk of the
export and import trade of the Colony
was with the Mother country, but
latterly he believed our trade with the
Eastern Colonies was quite as extensive
as the trade with England , and he con-
sidered that the development of this
intercolonial trade was mainly attribu-
table to this subsidised steam service.
As had been pointed out very fully last
Session by the hon. member for Plan-
tagenet, the P. & 0. steamers ofFered
little or no facilities for freight, and, so
far as trade was concerned, were hardly
of any value at all to this Colony. So
that it might be said we were dependent
upon the subsidised service for those
commercial facilities which had done so

much to develop the intercolonial trade.
Had it not been for that trade--had it
not been for the service carried out by
the Otway in conjunction with the Bob
Boy-he believed the present subsidy
would not have warranted the con-
tractors in continuing the service; and
this was a matter which the House
should bear in mind. If the service did
not extend beyond Albany it would not
pay the contractors to keep it up, and
we should either have to increase the
subsidy, or lose the advantages now
accruing from this service. He thought
the present subsidy might fairly be con-
tinued for the present service; but then
came the question of extending it to the
North-West. No one could doubt that
it would be a great advantage to have
regular communication--even although it
were hall-yearly-with that important
settlement; and if they made provision
for such a service they would confer a
great benefit upon the Colony. He
thought that, in the present state of our
finances, it would be wiser to attempt
too little and succeed, than attempt too
much and involve ourselves in diffi-
culties. Once the service with the
North-West were established, it would
be a guide to us in the future, as to
whether it would not be worth our while
to~ have more frequent communication.
It appeared that £1500 would be
required for the half-yearly service,-
that at any rate was the estimate sub-
mnitted by the contractors, who it must
be admitted were not without some ex-
perience in the matter of steam commnuni-
cation. And he was prepared to vote
for it, because under present circum-
stances we could not afford the service
which we wanted. He assumed, of course,
that the Government would invite public
competition, before entering into any
fresh contract.

THE ACTING ATTORNEY GENE-
RAT (Hon. G. W. Leake) said that, in
view of the possible extension of settle-
ment in the direction of our Northern
and North-Western territory, he thought
the Committee would do well to sanction
this vote. It was not at all improbable
that gold and precious gems would yet
be found in that part of the country, and
he need hardly point out that it would
then be an imaperative necessity that we
should have direct steam communication
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between the seat of Government and ment of the present service. When it
that distant territory. Viewed even as was first established, it was simply in
a question of emergency, he tbougbt the order to afford greater facilities for freight
House would be justified in voting this and passengers, unhampered by any mail
sum for the establishment of the pro- arrangements. But now they ha4 entirely
posed service, reversed that order of things, and the

MR. SHENTON said he could see goods and passenger traffic was regarded
nothing about the case of emergency con- as altogether subsidiary to the conveyance
templated by the Attorney General in of mails. The Postmaster General (Mr.
the correspondence before the House. Helmich) in his very able and very inter-
All the contractors proposed was to make esting report upon his department, stated
two trips a year to the North-West, for clearly that the mail facilities afforded
£1,500, and he for one would not join in by these steamers were of very little
supporting any such extravagantproposal. importance, but admitted that the public
He considered such a. sum as that might derive great advantage from the
exorbitant-out of all reason. Some few passenger acconumodation andthefacilities
years ago when a, local company was for trade which they provided. UJnder
projected to establish direct steam corn- these circumstances, he thought the
munication with the North-West settle- Government would do well to endeavor to
ment, the highest sum which the make some arrangement, either with the
promoters contemplated receiving as a present contractors or with somebody
subsidy for a service that would have else, to 6stablish a more regular coastal
secured nine trips a year was .£1,500 or service, extending it to Nickol Bay, in
£1,800; and this was the result of a the interest of trade and of the passenger
very careful calculation, by shrewd and traffic rather than with any regard to
practical business men, who knew what mail facilities. So far as the Southern
they were about. If any reasonable ports (Bunbury and Vasse) were con-
proposal were submitted for establishing cerned, they might as well be without
steam communication with the North- the present service altogether, as have it
West, he would glady support it; but he conducted under the existing arrange-
could not join in asking the Government ments. He could not help thinking it
to pay anything so exorbitant as £750 a would have been better if the Government
trip to any company. had come forward with some defined

MR. S. H. PARKER pointed out that scheme, instead of coming to the House,
if this vote was merely asked for in order as they had done, fishing for a policy.
to enable the Government to act in case MR. -VAI ION said it wAs a great
of emergency, as stated by the Attorney Ipity the correspondence between the
General, there was in reality no necessity Government and tbe contractors had not
to place the amodnt on the Estimates at been laid on the Table of the House a
all, for the Audit Bill empowered the month ago, instead of on Friday last,
Governor to authorise any expenditure for so as to have enabled members to

p urposes not provided for by the Legis- carefully consider it. It would be
ature in cases of emergency. . observed, on reference to it, that the con-

MR. STEERE thought the Attorney 'tractors did not view the pregent subsidy
General had simply been telling the as a subsidy towards the Otway servie
House a very pretty " A-rabian Nights " at all. They would not be prepared to
tale, in which the hon. gentleman, in the perform the present coastal service alone
exuberance of his fancy, conjured up (independent of the Otway) for less than
glorious visions of gold and diamonds X 5000; so that the intercolonial service
and other precious gems. If those visions might be thrown out of consideration
were ever realised there would be no Ialtogether when discussing this subject.
necessity for that House to subsidisa The question therefore arose,-what
steamer; they would precious soon have woul be a fair and proper subsidy to
other means of communication with that offer for a service between Albany at one
part of our territory, without the aid of end and Nickol Bay at the other? His
subsidies. He thought himself it would own opinion was that such a service
be advisable, in the interests of the Colony, could not be performed satisfactorily
that there should be an entire re-arrange- with one steamer; but the present con-
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tractors said they could not place two 'develop a fresh trade; but when the
steamers on the coast for a less subsidy trade became a remunerative one, he
than £8500 a year, which of course was thought the subsidy ought to be dropped.
ouit of the question. He thought £5000 A. great deal was said about the duty of
would be quite sufficient to pay for a. 'the colonists to help themselves, about
single steamer service between King the time having an-ived for adopting a

GeresSound and the North-West' bold and vigorous policy, and the neces-
settlement, especially bearing in mind I sity for Railway Extension and Telegrah
that the intercolonisal service between 1Extension, and what not. But it did
Albany and Melbourne and Adelaide was appear somewhat anomalous that in the
already sufficiently remunerative to en- isame breath we were asked to subsidise
able the contractors to carry it on with- 'steamers to ply on our coast. No doubt
out any subsidy. He believed the pres- i1 the advantages resulting from regular
ent contractors, if the Council were to steam communicaion with the Eastern
show a firm determination not to go: Colonies were very great, and he ad-
beyond a, certain amount, would be pre-, mitted that, in that respect, the game
pared to reconsider the whole question, 'was worth the candle. But so far as the
and make such arrangements as would: coastal service was concerned, the South-
include the North-West in the coastal ern ports of the Colony derived hardly
service, and be acceptable to the House. any benefit whatever from it. For all
It was evident that, if they extended the practical purposes, they might as well
service that far, the intercolonial trade have no steamer on the coast at all, and
(which, it appeared, was already suffi- the sooner the present arrangement was
ciently remunerative to justify them in altered the better. As to the proposal
continuing it without any subsidy at all, to pay £1,600 for two trips to Nickol
so far as the Otway is concerned,) would Bay, he did not think-and hon. mem.-
receive a further impetus, if a regular bers would agree with him when he
trade were opened up between these parts stated that no one was more interested
and the North-West. He considered, in the welfare of the North-:West settle-
under these circumstances, that £6500 ment than hie was; but he did not think
was altogether too much to pay for the we could afford to pay so much for so
mere addition of two trips a year to little,-not even with the prospect of the
Nickol Bay, at £.750 a, trip. That would realisation of the Attorney General's
be £9000 a year for a monthly service, vision of the discovery of gold and
It would be better to pay £8500 for two precious gems.
steamers than to accept such a proposal Tas; ACTING ATTORNEY GENE-
as that. He thought the House should RAL (Hon. Gi. W. Leake) again pointed
very carefully consider the question be- out that in facilitating regular commumi-
fore agreeing to this vote. What he cation-although at distant intervas--
would wish to see would be a. subsidy with the settled portion of the North-

gvnfor a fortuiglitly service between West coast, by having the terminus of the
Albany and Champion'Bay, and another service at Nickel Bay, we would be facifi-
sum for a service between Fremantle or tating the extension of the service, in
the Southern ports and Nickel Bay. If ease of emergency, in the direction of
the present contractors were not pro- what they believed to be the magnificent
pared to modify their proposals, the territory discovered by Mr. Forrest
whole matter ought to be thrown open farther North.
to public competition. MR. GRANT said the correspondence

MR. VENN said the Committee was on the subject had only been placed
working altogether in the dark, and the before hon. members a few hours pre.
Government. -did not seem inclined to viously, and he thought it very desirable
throw any light upon the subject. They 'that the debate should be adjourned
were simply asked to substitute £6,500 until Wednesday.
for £5,000, and inform the Government Tn COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
what they should do with it afterwards. R. T. Goldsworthy) said the Government
He admitted that the principle of subsi-, was not in a. position to offer the House
dising a steam service was desirable and any more information on the subject
justifiable, with a view to create and than was contained in that correspon-
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dence, and it must be obvious fo athe contractors state they will continue
perusal of it that if they wanted to 1the present service for the present subsidy,
extend steam conununication to the Iand will make two 'trips a year to the
North-West, they must be prepared to North-West for an addtional £1,500.
pay an extra price for it. IThat was the whole sum and substance

Ma. MA.RMION said that did not of thecorrespondence. It was now for
necessarily follow. the Huse to say whether they would

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. give them that amount or not. He, for
R. T. Goldsworthy) said the lion, member one, would certainly say, No. The House
might be prepared with some more had waited in vain for some definite
economical scheme; but, judging from the scheme to be put forward by the Govern-
contractor's statement, it could not be ment, but they had one now from the
done for less than the sum now asked for. hon. member for Greenough, and one
It was for the Committee to say whether which he (Mr. Burt) was quite prepared
it was prepared to pay that sum or not: to support.
the Government would be guided in the Mnz, GRANT thought the whole ser-
matter by the decision of the House. vice ought to be reorganised. He failed

MR. CROWTHER said some hon. to see the necessity for continuing the
members were very apt to blame the Otway intercolonial service at all. He
contractors for their sins of omission, looked upon it as a great waste of nioney
but it should be borne in mnind that the to continue this service in the face of the
contractors were merely endeavoring to P. & 0. Co.'s steamers, whose rates for
carry out the wishes of that House. freight and passengers were now very
When the service was initiated it was low.
intended for the purpose of affording Mn. CAREY said the hon. member
increased facilities for the conveyance of overlooked the fact that it was simply
cargo and passengers, but it had soon owing to the competition caused by the
developed into a, mail service, monthly at, (Away that those rates were reduced, and
first, and latterly a fortnighitly service, the probability was, if the Otwvay were
The tatit of the matter was, what with withdrawn, the P. & 0. Co.'s rates would
the steamer's mails and, the "1red and Ivery soon be increased.
yellow" mails, we were pretty well' Mu. WIG-HAM said no one was more
mailed to deathL (a he haid said the! desirous than he was to see regular and
other day), and people had neither peace frequent steam communication estab-
of mind or body. If the Government or'I lished between these prsof the Colony
the Rouse would be guided by his and the North-West;%but lit appeared to
Opinion in this matter, he would say-: him that the price we were asked to pay
keep on the Otwag service as at pros- 'for a couple of trips a year was out of all
ent: don't allow yourselves open to reason. He thought the service ought
be again victimised by the extortionate to be submitted to public competition,
charges of the P. & 0. steamers: secure and he would like to know whether the
this service, at any rate; then let the Government intended doing so. The
Rob Boy make a monthly trip to Colonial Secretary said the Government
Albany and a tri evr three months to' had to cut their coat according to the
Nickol Bay ; and whilst the Rob is extent of cloth which that Rouse sup-
absent -on her North-West trips, let the plied them with; but it appeared to him
01 way come right through from Mel- that, under the existing agreement, the
bourne to Fremantle. He thought if Government had to cut their coat very
they did that, they would get a, reason- much according to the pattern which
able service at a, reasonable price, and suited Messrs. Lilly & Co.
one that -would answer all present -re- Tn COLONIAL SECRIETARY (Ron.
quirements. R. T. Goldsworthy). The Government

Mn. BURLT failed to see what was to have placed themselves, first of all, in
be gained by adjourning the debate. communication with the present con-
The Government told them they could tractors, and the correspondence which
give them no further information than has passed between them has been placed
was embodied in the correspondence now before the Rouse. A certain proposal is
on the Table, which amounted to this: submitted by the contractors, and it is
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for the Council to say whether it is pre-
pared to accept it. The Government are
twitted with not coming forward wi th
any cut and dried scheme, and charge
with other sins of omission. But what
are we to do? We can do no more than
offer for the information of the House
such proposals as have been made to us,
and ask the House either to approve or
reject them. The hon. member for
Greenough has told the Oommittee what
he would do. That's all very well, no
doubt; and possibly other members
might be able to do the same. But it
must be borne in mind that there are
two parties to every agreement. The
hon. member seems to have lost sight of
that. What the Government are desirous
of doing is to obtain the most extended
facilities of communication they can, at
the lowest possible rate.

Mn. CROWTHEB said be was quite
aware it required two parties to conclude
an agreement, and all he could say was-
if he had been one of the parties en-
trusted to make this arrangement with
the present contractors, it would have
been in a much more advanced state
than it appeared to be in at present.

.MnR. MARMTON did not think the-
contractors could make four trips a year
as suggested by the hon. member for
Greenough unless they had a third
steamer, which would involve a much
larger subsidy than the Colony would be
justified in providing.

Mn. STEERE said it appeared to him
that the negotiations pending between
the Government and Messrs. Lilly and
Co. were to the effect that the con-
tractors should undertake the North-
West service and still continue to do the
same-work on this part of the coast; but
he thought the feeling of the House was
that the contractors should be relieved
of the mails, and that the Government
should enter into a fresh arrangement
with them on that basis, under which he
had no doubt they might be induced to
make four trips a. year to Nickel Bay.
Possibly if the debate were adjourned,
the Government might be prepared to
inform the House whether they would act
upon this suggestion, or otherwise to
submit some definite scheme of their own,
which they ought to have done before.

Mn. STONE asked how it was possible
for the Government to have come pre-

pared with any definite scheme until
they had first ascertained the views of
the House ont the subject. It appeared
to him that if the House was net
prepared to approve of the arrangement
sketched out in - the correspondence
placed on the Table, they should submit
a resolution to that effect.

Ma. BROWN said he would be pre-
pared to vote the money conditionally
only upon the Government throwing the
whole servic opn to public competition,
and not confie it to the present con-
tractors.

Mua. SHENTON moved that Progrea
be reported, and leave given to sit again
on September 1st.

Agreed to.

DISTRICT ROADS ACT, 1871-AMEEND-
MENT BILL.

Read a third time and passed.

JUIRY ACT, 1871-AMENDMENT BILL.
This Bill was re-committed, and some

verbal alterations introduced. [ id
"Votes and Proceedings," page 111.]

DESTRUCTIVE INSECTS AND SUB-
STANCES BILL.

Read a third time and passed.

SUPREME COURT BILL.
The Order of the Day for the third

reading of this Bill being read,
MR. STONE moved that it be re-corn-

witted.
Agreed to.

IN COMMITTEE.

Mn. STONE, without comment, moved
that the followin new clause be added
to the Bill as cMuse 19;-" If at any
"time there shall be o*l two Judges of
"the said Court, and a difference of
"opinion shall arise between them res-
"pecting the judgment or decision to be

"given in any case, the judgment or
"decision of the Chief Justice, or of the
"Senior Judge, as the case may be, shall
"prevail."

Agreed to, sub siladtio.
Bill reported.

AUDIT BILL.
Read a third time and passed.
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RECOGNITION OF SERVICES' OF MR. 1 "1Majesty's Secretary of State the desire
ALEXANDER FORREST AND PARTY-; "sof this Council that a grant in fee of
ADJOURNED DEBATE. " land, situated not less than twenty

IN COMMITTEE. "miles from the sea coast, in the
The original resolution, submitted by "Kimberley District, may be made to

Mr. Veun on the 24th August, being "Mr. Alexander Forrest, in recognition
negatived on the voices, the amendment "of his valuable services in the cause of
submitted by Mr. Brown-" That an, "exploration in various portions of
"Humble Address be presented to His "Western Australia, and particularly in
"1Excellency the Governor, praying that connection with his recent exploration
"he may be pleased to communicate to "of the territory lying between Beagle
"Her Majesty's Secretary of State the "Bay and Port Darwin, and a further
"desire of this Council, that a grant in fee "grant of land to each European member
"of land, situated not less than twenty I of his party, such land to be selected
"miles from the sea coast, in the I by Mr. Forrest and the said members
"Kimberley District, may be made to "of hsparty within twelve months of
"Mr. Alexander Forrest, in recognition "the date of notification to them of the

"of his valuable services in the cause of "Secretary of State's sanction to the
"exploration in various portions of "grants being made to them."
"1Western Australia, and particularly in! Mn. CAREY said hehad not intenided
"connection with his recent exploration saiganything at all upon the question
"of the territory lying between Beagle befoe the Committee, one of his sons
"Bay and Port Darwin ; such land to be having been a member of the party; but
"selected by Mr. Forrest within twelve as he was not personally affected either
"months of the date of notification to directly or indirectly as to whether any
"Mr. Forrest of the Secretary of State's grant was made to them, he thought he
"sanction to the grant being made to was justified in offering a few remarks,
"him,"-was put. and in pointing out to hon. members

THEn COLOYNIAL SECRETARY (Hon. that a promise was made to the members
8. T. Goldsworthy) thought it would be of the party-inducements were held out
far better if the House were to leave it to them-that their services would be
to the Secretary of State himself to recognisedl in some way or other. He
decide what extent of land should be should also like to state, with refer-
given to Mr. Forrest. ence to what had been said in the course

Ma. MARMION said he had every of the previous debate-that no provision
desire that the leader of the expedition had been made for the return of the
should receive such full recognition as party to Beagle Bay-that Mr. Wynne,
his valuable services deserved; but at the Lacepede Islands Commissioner in-
the same time he thought that the formed him that he had arranged signals
members of his party, who, though they. with the leader of the party in the event
had not eaxued the same laurels as their. of their returning that way. There was
leader, had borne the same privations' one other matter which he wished to refer
and hardships, should also have their to. The hon. the Attorney General, in
services recognised, Or, at any rate, be speaking of the expedition the other
recommended to the Secretary of State evening, commented on the fact that no
for such recognition as he might eon-' 'botanical collections had been made-
sider they merited. He thought the1, THE ACTING ATTORNEY GENE-
suggestion put forward by the Colonial' RAWL (Hon. G4. W. Leake): No botanical
Secretary was a very proper one, and that report, I said.
the extent of land to be granted should Iffi. CAREY said that a conversation
be left to the decision of the Secretary, which he had had on the subject with
of State himself, Ile would therefore , the Surveyor General enabled him to state.
move, as an amendment upon the; that a collection of botanical specimens
amendment of th6 hon. member for! was made, and that Baron Miieller, to
Geraldton, " That an Hum ble Address*' wh om they had been sent, spoke in very
" Ibe presented to Hisa Excellency the' high. terms of the manner in which the
"Governor praying that he may be'specimens were preserved, and that
" pleased to communicate to Her: among them there were some new plants
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altogether unknown to him previously.
He (Mr. Carey) thought that, in fairness
to the collector, some mention might
have been made of this botanical col-
lection in Mr. Forrest's official report.

THEz -ACTING ATTORN-EY GEN E-
RAL (Hon. G. W. Leaks):. Will the
hon. member be good enough to say who
the collector was?

Msu. CAREY: My own son.
Mu. RAffDICLL quite agreed with the

proposition that the services of all the
members of the party should be recog-
nised, as well as the leader, and he be-
lieved the general sense of the House
and of the country would be found to
be in favor of the proposal.

MR. GRAN&T was of the same opinion.
The whole party bad suffered the same
privations, endured the same hardships,
anad faced the same dangers, aind he
believed the men were only receiving their
ordinary wages, as if they were engaged
on a home station. Surely the members
of an expedition like this were deserving:
of some further recognition than that, for
such services as this party had rendered
to the Colony. However good a leader
Mr. Forrest may have been-and a good
leader he undoubtedly was-still the fat
remained that he could not have ac-
complished what he did without the aid
of the other members of his party. They
had heard of soldiers and sailors partici-

pating in the spoils and rewards of
military and naval victories, with their
commanders; and why should these men
not share with their leader in the rewards
which a. grateful country was ready to
grant themP

Air. Marmion'samendxnent was then punt,
and negatived on a division, there being

Ayes .. .. 6
Noes .. . 13

Majority against ... 7
Amas. NOts.

Mr. Caerey The Ron. It. T, Golds-
Nr. Grant worthy
Mr. ,iha The Hon. G. W. Leseo
Mr. ndell Mr. Burge@

hr. Vanm Mr. Burt
Mr. Marmnion (TeLer.) Mr, Crowther

Mr. Ramnenley
Sir L. S. Leake
Mr. 5. H . Parker
Mr. %S . Parker
Mr. Shenton
Mr. steere
Mr. Stone
Mr. Brown (Treie.)

Mir. Brown's amendment on the origin-
al resolution was then put and passed.

PEARL SHELL FISHERY COMMISSION'S
REPORT.

The Order of the Day for the consider-
ation of this report (Vide "Votes and
Proceedings, Printed Paper A 2) being
read,

Mn. SThERE moved, "1That an Hum-
" bis Address be presented to His Excel-
" lency the Governor, requesting that he
"will take such stepsa as he may deem
" desirable to carry out the recommend.
"9ations of the Commission." Those
recommendations referred mainly to the
desirability and expediency of temporarily
closing certain banks and foreshores, for
the better conservation and protection of
pearl shells, and were based upon sug-
gestions offered by those well acquainted
with the localities in question. Soon
after the report of the Commission was,
presented to the Governor, he believed,
a report was received from the Resident
Magistrate of the .district, which he
understood supported the recommend-
ations of the Commission in every respect
but that he differed as to the localities
t~hat ought to be closed. [In support of
the views taken of the subj eat by the
Commission, the hion. member read a.
letter he had received from a gentleman
"9well qualified to pronounce an opinion
on the question."] It would be observed
that the Commission was indisposed to
recommend , any immediate departure
from the system of working the pearl
banks than was then in force, but that
some efficient steps should be taken to
prevent the wholesale and indiscriminate
destruction of immature shells. He
thought hon. members would be in
acor~d with that recommendation. With
regard to the Pearl Fisheries of Sharks
Bay, it would be observed that the Com-
mission was forced to the conclusion
that they were being seriously injured,
consequent upon the reckless and ex-
hausting system of dredging, which des-
troyed the immature shells. He need
hardly point out that the result of this
indiscriminate slaughter must be that,
in course of time, the beds would become
altogether unproductive. As a remedy
for this, the Commission recommended
that the pevaling grounds in this locality
should be temporarily closed; but, in
order that the industry should not be
paralysed by the closure of all the banks
-at one and the same time, it was proposed
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to leave certain banks open while others " :fished every five years. For the present
were closed. "I should be inclined to leave the fisheries

Ma. B3ROWN seconded the motion " falone. There is no fear of the grounds
for the adoption of the Address, on the! "being worked out, and the interference
distinct understanding that the recoin- "would, as I stated above, be difficult
mendsations of the Commission hadl no " and costly, and cause, without appreci-
reference whatever to the question of the "able necessity, much annoyance." He
terms and conditions on which the lands (Mr. Marmion) looked upon this evidence
explored by Mr. Alexander Forrest as of great weight, and he submitted it
should be granted to intending settlers-' should receive the earnest attention of
which was one of the questions referred Ithe members of that House in dealing
to the Commission. with this question. He was hardly in a

Mit. STEERE said that subj ect had Iposit ion to offer an opinion hinself on
been dealt with by the Commission in a the subject, which he thought was our-
separate report. rounded with many difficulties, not the

Mu. MARMON failed to see any Ileast of which would be the difficulty of
novelty in the recomm~ndations of .the! maintaining any efficient system of suir-
Commission beyond the proposition to veillance over the closed banks. He
close certain banks and foreshores. Hle understood. from the report of the Coin-
found that the report of the Resident. mission that it was Proposed not only to
Magistrate at Roebourne (Mr. Sholl)- close the banks, but that certain fore-
whose 'opinion must necessarily have had shores should also be sim-ilarly protected,
great weight with the members of the in order to prevent beach..coinbing. He
Commission-had not been received when failed to see how they were going to pre-
the Commission brought its labours to a vent the residents in the vicinity of these
close. Had it been otherwise, probably foreshores from carrying on beach-
some of the recommendations embodied combing operations. While prepared to
in their report would have been modified. pay all due regard to the recommends-.
He noticed in Mr. Shell's report (which tions of the Commission, he thought such
bad subsequently been received), that difficulties as these should not be over-
that gentleman considered that the looked--difficulties which, to his mind,
system of closing particular places for appeared to be insurmountable.
spawning grounds or nurseries-even if Mu. GRANT said one of the difficul-
at any time desirable-was rwot so at ties pointed out by the hon. member
present. "fThe movement," he said, '1 is might be surmounted easily, and in a,
"rpremature. The fisheries are extensive, very, simple manner. The hon. member
"From Exmouthi Gull to King's Sound said he failed to see what check or sur-

ifpearlers have worked with success, and veillance would be available in order to
"fresh ground is opened every year. With see that the closed banks were not
" this extent of available ground at their jworked. This might easily be done by
" disposal, pearlers ate not likely to the police, who were continually passing
"waste their time on the ground which backwards and forwards. As to the
"will necessarily produce few and in- necessity for adopting some steps for

"ferior shells. I was at Flying Foa p reerin these banks, no one who had
"Fishery in 1872, when there was a hd any experience:i er hl ihn
"tgreat take of shells. It was not worked could doubt such necessity. Formerly,
"9again, except perhaps occasionally by a at Condon, an average of about 1,600
"1stray boat, for a period of five years. ,shells went to the ton; now it took 3,000
"The shells were then of full size and or 4,000 to make up the same weight.
" in plenty. Independently of these eon-. The reason for this was obvious: the
"siderations, I am of opinion that the shells in the early dlays of the fishery
"difficulty and cost of keeping the places had matured, whereas now, under the

"(some of these places of refuge in present exhausting system of dredging
"hurricane weather) closed would be so continuously, the shells had no chance
"great as to amount practically to failure. of arriving at maturity. He considered

"I do not, for reasons stated above, it was a downright waste, and a direct
"aprove of the distribution of the fish- loss to the whole Colony, that this system
"mg grounds so that they could only be should be continued:- destroying as it did
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shells and spat of all ages. The result!
would be, if the evil remained unchecked,
there would be no shells at all worth
having, and an important and valuable
industry would be destroyed. Although
the result of carrying out the recom-
mendations of the Commission would
entail a considerable pecuniary loss to
himself personally-posslibly he wouldbe among the heaviest loersF-be was:

scifice, and te recommendations em-

man of the City Council shall be the
first Mayor of the City, assuming that
title from and after the passing of the
Bill, and continuing in office up to the
B0th November next. Provision was
also made empowering the Council to
cause the streets of the city to be lighted
with gas or oil, and to levy a lighting
rate.

The Bill was read a second time
without discussion.

bodied in the report had his hearty; IT? COMMTTEE.
support. I Clause 1-" Short Title "-agreed to.

MR. STEEKE said the Commission Clause 2-" How rates may be re-
had taken a great deal of evidence on covered: Appeal against rate :"
the subject, from persons who had been MR. S. H. PARKER asked whether
engaged in the industry, and who were the City Council or any of the municipal
thoroughly competent to form an opinion bodies concerned had had an opportunity
on the question, and the report was the of perusing the BillI
embodiment of those opinions. The Mn. STONE said he did not know.
hon. member for Fremantle seemed to MR. SHENTON said there had been
lay great stress on the views expressed nometing of the City Concil since the
by the Resident Magistrate, but he (Mr. Billmhad been printed.
Steere) thought the opinions of a gentle- MR. S. HE. PARKER could not help
man like the hon. member for the District thinking it was strange that in a measure
(Mr. Grant), a thoroughly practical man, of this importance, so greatly affecting
were entitled to quite as much weight as the powers and privileges of the munici-
was Mr. Sholl's evidence. palities, the Council of the City of Perth

The motion was then agreed to, usia. at any rate had not been consulted in
CMn. the matter, and had an opportunity of

discussing the provisions of the Bill.
MUNLCIPAL INSTITUTIONS ACT,' Mu. STONE thought that the City

AMENDMENT BILL. Council would, in all probability, be
quite satisfied with the Bill, seeing that

Tim ACTING ATTORNEY GENE- two of their members had seats in the
RAI, (Hon. G. W. Leake) moved the House,-Mr. Shenton and himself.
second reading of a Bill to amend " The TER ACTING ATTORNEY GENE-
Municipal Institutions Act, 1876." The RAI (Hon. G. W. fLake) aid he had
Bill had been drafted in pursuance received his instructions for preparing
of instructions communicated to the the Bill from the Acting Chairman of
Government on the subject by the City the City Council (Councillor B. Smith).
Council. It provided that if any rate- Mun. S. H. PARKER was under the
payer considered himself aggrieved by the impression that it was the intention of
valuation put upon his property, he may the Municipal Council that there should
appeal against the same in the Local be aldermen as well as a mayor; but he
Court. The Bill also empowered niunici- noticed on reference to the Bill that it
pal councils to license nightinen and was not proposed to alter the designation
scavengers, and to issue hawking licenses, of the Councillors.
and further provided that any munici- Mn. BURT said the second section of
pality may impose a tax of 10s. upon all the Bill did not, to his mind, appear very
carts within the limits of such munici. clear as to how rates were to be recovered.
pality (in addition to the tax payable The section provided that all rates under
to the District Roads Board). As re- the Act shall be recoverable either by
garde Perth, the Bill proposed to change action at law, or by sum mary proceedings
-the style and title of the corporation to before any two Justices in the same way
that of " Mayor and Councillors," and it as any other fine or penalty was now
was contemplated that the present Chair- recoverable. This, he apprehended, con-



templated the imprisonment of a default- Ma. STONE: I take it that the
ig ratepayer in the eveut of a distress section empowers the Council of any
not proving sufficient to meet his liab ill- Municipality to impose and collect license
ties. He scarcely thought it was ever fees from the nightinen and scavengers,
intended to have resort to imprisonment and the revenue so derived might be
in the case of a. ratepayer failing to pay devoted towards meeting the expenditure
up his rates. of carrying out the pro-visions of the

MR. STONE said no doubt the clause clause.
gave the Magistrates that power. The IClause agreed to.
wording of die clause in this respect was' Clause 4.-' The Council of any Mtuni-
the same as in the existing Act, and the i cipality ~Is hereby authorised to grant
present section merely extended the pro- "licenses under 'The Cart and Carriage
visions of that Act so far as giving an "Licensing Act, 1876,' to any cart as
aggrieved ratepayer the right of appeal, "thereby defined, used within the limits
if dissatisfied with the valuation put, "of such Municipality. And in addition
upon his property. " to any other license fee now required by

MR. S. H. PARKER pointed out that i "law for such cart, to charge a, license fee
the clause merely provided that "1it shall "for such cart at a rate not exceeding
be lawful for sueh person to appeal in "ten shillings for any one whole year.
the Local Court; " it did not define what "And the several provisions contained in
Local Court. Surely it could not be the 1~ The Cart and Carriage Licensing Act,
intention that a ratepayer at Premantle "1876,' with respect to carriages 'shall
ag~grieved by the valuation put by the "be deemed to be applicable to carte
Ilca municipal body upon his property I licensed under this Act; but no person
might appeal against the valuation in 'shall be required to take out from any
the Local Court at Perth. Yet there was i Municipality, under this Act, a license
nothing in the wording of the clause to "for a cart if such cart be used solely as
the contrary. He thought it would be "a means of conveyance through, or be
better to define to what Local Court the : drawn through the limits of a Muni-
appeal should be made; he would there- "cipality from and to places beyond such
fore move, to insert between the words "limits, or into the limits of a. Munici-
"Court" and "by," in the sixth and: "pality from a place at least three miles
seventh lines, die words "1of die district, froni its nearest limit, except for repair
"within which the property is situate-' "or sale; nor for a cart used in the

Agreed to, and clause as amended put "construction of any work to be paid
and passed. "for out of the Public Revenue or out

Clause $.-", The Council of any Muni "1Of the funds of a. Municipality:
" cipality shall have power to license MR. STON'E said it would be observed
" nightmen and scavengers for the re- I that the object of this clause was to
"moval of the contents of any drain, 'enlable the Municipalities to supplement
"watereloset, eartheloset, privy, cesspool, their income by levying a license fee on
"ashpit, or other place, or of any noxious all carts within the limits of a, munici-
"or offensive matter; and also to make,:i pality. At present fees in respect of
"publish, alter, modify, amend, or repeal, carts went to the District 'Roads Boards,
"any By-laws and Regulations as well though these carts, as a rule, did more
"with reference to the time and mode of 1.to cut up the streets of a town than
"such removal whether by such night- Ispring vehicles did. It would also he
"men or scavengers as by others, as also observed that the clause, as now worded,

"to the vehicles by which such removal provided that no person shall be re-
" shall he effected, and the license fees in quired to take out a municipal license in
" respect of such vehicles." respect of any cart used solely as a

MR, BURT asked who was to bear the means of conveyance through the limits
expenses of this scavenging? of a unicipalty fo n opae

There being no reply, beyond such lits; but he thought the
Mx. STEERE asked who was sup- wording of the clause with regard to

posed to be in charge of the BillF Was this privilege might be with advantage
it left to the tender mercies of the amended. He would therefore move
House? Ithat all the words after " person," in the
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fifteenth line be struck out, and the
following be inserted in lieu thereof-
" residing at least three miles from
"the nearest limits of a Municipality
"shall be required to take out from any
"Municipality a license for a, cart, if such
"cart be used solely as a means of con-
"veynce into or through the limits of a
"Municipality from and to places beyond

such limits." It was alo proposed
to expunge that part of the section
which exempted carts used in. the con-
struction of any work to be paid for out
of the public revenue or out of the funds
of a Municipality paying a license fee.
This of course would be done by striking
out the words which he had moved to
strike out.

THE ACTING ATTORNEY GENE-
RAL (Hon. G. W. Leake) thought that
would be extremely hard upon the ov-
vernment, which already contributed its
fair share towards the maintenance of
the main streets, both at Fremantle and
Perth.

MR. S. H. PARKER said it appeared
to him very hard that the owners of
carts should be obliged to pay a license
fee to two different bodies-the District
Road Board and the Municipal Council.
He thought the fairer course would be to
make the owners of all carts used within
municipal boundaries to pay a license fee
to the Municipality, and that such carts
as were used within the limits of the
Roads Board's jurisdiction should pay
for their licenses to the Board. As to
the Attorney General's objection to carts
used upon public work. Paid for out of
the general revenue paying a. license fee,
the same provision was already in opera-
tion. The clause would be absolutely
unworkable unless that part of it which
exempted such carts: were expunged,
for a cart might be so employed only
for a week or a month, and it would
be absurd to exempt such carts from
paying any license fee for the whole
year.

NEE. RAKDELL said, s to the hard-
ship of having to pay for two licenses,
the amount of the fee formerly payable
in respect of a cart was £C1; but under the
Roads Board At the fee was reduced to
10., and, as efle present clause limited
the fee chargeable by any Municipality
in respect of a cart to 10s., he failed
to see that the clause would operate

harshly, for the amount of the two
fees combined would not be more than
what was formerly charged for a cart
license.

Mat. HEGHAM thought it would be
better to revert to the old system, and to
empower the Roads Boards to license the
carts used within the limits of their
respective districts only, leaving it to the
Municipalities to do the same with regard
to carts used within their own boundaries.
If licenses in respect of the same, cart
had to be taken out from two different
bodies, he was afraid it would lead to no
end, of complication. Moreover, if the
present section passed, it appeared to

-him it would be necessary also to amend
the Cart and Carriage Licensing Act
(40th Victoria, No. 5), the form of
license issuable under which rendered
the owner of a licensed cart free to use it
on any road of the Colony.

MR. BURT said if that was the case,
the Act ought certainly to be amended,
for no District Road Board or Munici-
pality had a righitto issue a license em-
powering the owner of a cart to use it
beyond the limits of the District or
Municipality granting the license.

Mn. S. H. PARKER said the hon.
member for Fremnantle (Mr. Higham)
was quite right. According to the formi
of license provided in the second schedule
annexed to the Act in question (40th
Viet. No. 5), the licensing body was
authorised to issue a, license empower-

igthe owner of the cart or carriage
licensed to use it on any road of the
Colony.

Mn. BUIRT: Then the schedule ought
.to be amended.

The amendment proposed by Mr. Stone
in Clause 4 was then agreed to, and the
clause as amended put and passed.

Clause 5.-" From. and after the pass-
"ing of this Act the name, style, and title
'of the corporation of the City of Perth
"constituted under and by virtue ot'I The
"Municipal Institutions Act, 18 71,' shall
"be I'Mayor, Councillors, and Citizens of
"the City of Perth,' and under such name,
"style, and title they shall have all and the
"like rights, privileges, and immunities,
"as have been heretofore possessed by

"them under' the style and title of the
"Council and Burgesses of the City of
"Perth. The present Chairman of the
"City Council shall be the first Mayor
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"cofthe said city, and shall continue in
"offiace up to the thirtieth November
"next."

Mx. BURT: Would it not be as well
to make the Council, under its new name,
subject to the same liabilities-and not
only the same rights, privileges, and
immunities, as they have been heretofore
subject to P

Mn. STEERE very much doubted
whether the Council of the City of Perth
would have been so anxious to have the
name and title of the corporation altered,
had they seen how this clause was
worded, for, he understood, they expected
that the councillors as well as the chair-
man should have some increased rank con-
ferred on them. He thought the in-
tention had been to style the corporation
"1Mayor and Aldermen." Be that as it-
may, it appeared to him that the latter
part of this clause struck at the very
root of representative institutions, for it
proposed by legislative enactment to
usurp the right which the citizens un-
doubtedly possessed to elect their first

Mao.According to this clause, the
firt ayor would be appointed by that
House, and not by the ratepayers. He
thought, whoever had the honour of
being nominated to that position would
value it all the more if placed there by
the -votes of his fellow citizens rather
than by an Act of Parliament. He
would therefore move that the provisions
of this clause shall not come into oper-
ation until the 1st day of December next,
instead of "from a-nd alter the passing
of this Aot." flat would enable the
citizens to exercise what he contended
was their undoubted right and privilege-
the right and privilege of electing their
first Mayor.

Mu. S. H1. PARKERt thought it would
be as well that the City Council should
have an opportunity of seeing the clause,
and of noticing that it was not proposed
to alter the style, rank, or status of the
Councillors themselves, but merely of
their Chairman-

THRE ACTING ATTORNfEY GEN-E-
RAI (Ron. G. W. Leake) said he bad
heard for the first time that evening that
the Bill had not been submitted to the
Town Council, or, at any rate, that its pro-
visions had not been thoroughly settled
and agreed upon by that body. Under

the circumnstances-as it appeared such
had not been the case-he'must disclaim
any responsibility with reference to the
Bill.

MR. STOKE said, as he had had a6
great deal to do, as a member of the City
Council, in causing the Bill to be intro-
duced, he might be permitted to make a
few observations. The proposition be
had brought forward for the consider-
ation of the Municipal Council was that
the style of the corporation should be
altered to that of Mayor and Aldermen,
but the prevailing feeling among the
councillors appeared to be that, although
it was deemed desirable that the Chair-
man should receive the designation of
Mayor, there was no particular inclina-
tion manifested in favor of altering the
name and style of the councillors; and,
upon farther consideration and reference,
he found that this was a title commonly
given to many municipal bodies in the
neighboring colonies-Mayor and Coun-
cillors, except in the larger cities and
towns, where Aldermen were associated
with the Mayor and Town Council. As to
any expectation of increased privileges or
greater powers being conferred upon the
City Council by reason of the change of
name, it was never contemplated that the
alteration would codfer any further rights
or privileges upon the Mayor or the
Council, the sole object being to assimi-
late the title of their chief civic officer
with the title bestowed upon persons
holding the same position in other parts
of the world. The idea that the Chair-
man elect should be first Mayor was not
an original one; the same provision was
made in the other colonies when the'
change of title was first introduced. If
the change al1so contemplated any alter-
ation in the qualification of voters entitled
to take part in the election of the Mayor,
it would have been a different thing; but
as no alteration whatever was proposed
to be made in. the franchise, and no
additional privileges or power were to be
conferred upon' the holder of the office,
it was simply proposed that the present
holder of the office should retain. the
position until the expiration of the
municipal year. -

Mnt. S. H. PARKER, in order to afford
the City Councillors an opportunity of
perusinj the Bill, moved , That Progress
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be reported, and leave given to sit again
on ridar

Progress reported.

The House adjourned
eleven o'clock, p.m.

at hall-past

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,

~Tuesday, 81st August, 1880.

Sb Act,17,AedetPl-esgNo1(3.

7 (DelyiFrnbsgRtrs:onietonoAdjanet

THE SPEAKER took the Chair at
seven o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS,

SCAB ACT, 1819-AMENDMENT BILL.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
R. T. Goldsworthy) moved the first read-
ing of a Bill to amend the Scab Act,
empowering the Governor to prescribe
the amount of the contribution payable
in respect of sheep, under the Act. The
Bill, he said, had been brought in, pur-
suant to the expressed wish of the House.

Motion agreed to, and Bill read a first
time.

MESSAGE (No. 10): MR. GREENACRE'S
CLAIM.

The Order of the Day for the consider-
ation of Message No. 10 (Vide p. 167,
ante) being read,

MR. STEERE, in accordance with
notice, moved, That the following Address
be presented to His Excellency the Gov-
ernor, in reply :-"That the Council
"having had under its consideration
"Message No. 10 from Your Excellency,

":begs to reply as follows :-The Council
"having perused the correspondencewhich

"passed between the Government and
"Mr. Greenacre with reference to the
"compensation which the latter was to
":receive in consequence of the loss of
"frontage to his property by the intended

" closing of an adjoining street at Pin-
" jarrah, regrets that the Commissioner
" of Crown Lands should have departed
"from the very proper and cautious letter
"of the 14th February, 1880, in which he
"gave Mr. Greenacre to understand that
" the issuing of the title deeds to the
"four town allotments which were to
"have been given to him as compensation
"was to be contingent upon the Legis-
l]ature sanctioning the closing of the

":street in Pinjarrah. The letter of the
"Commissioner of Crown Lands, of the
"8th of March, contained no such reser-
"vation; and the Council considers that
"the title deeds to these allotments can-
"not now be equitably withheld from Mr.
"Greenacre." The hon. member said it

might be in the recollection of the House
that His Excellency in his Message
invited the Council to consider the sub-
ject of Mr. Greenacre's claimns; and, had
it not been for that invitation, he (Mr.
Steere) should not have troubled himself
about the Message. But the House hav-
ing been asked to express an opinion, he
tought it would be only an act of

courtesy towards His Excellency that
they should reply to his Message.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
R. T. Goldsworthy) thought the hon.
member must have lost sight altogether
of what his resolution really embodied.
It was neither more nor less than a vote
of censure upon the Commissioner of
Crown Lands-a vote of censure upon an
absent officer, which he thought was a
most unfair proceeding.

Sin T. COCKBURN-CAMFBELL did
not think that the action of the hon.
member for Swan, or the wording of the
resolution, was susceptible of any such
meaning. His Excellency had sent
down, with his Message, the correspond-
ence which had passed on the subject, in
order that the House zcight be in a
position to express an opinion upon the
matter on its merits; and he (Sir
Thomas) thought that was all that was
required of them, and that there was no
necessity that the Rouse should go any
further, and express its regret or satis-
faction at the tone or' tenor of the
correspondence. He would therefore
move an amendment upon the resolution
of the hon. member for Swan, which he
trusted the hon. member would accept,
for he was sure the hon. member did not


